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PREFACE. 


The contents of the following pages first 
appeared In the form of a series of articles 
written specially for the Saskatchewan 
Herald, but their publication ran through 
so many Issues, and extended over Buoh a 
length of time^-nearly five months—that 
the thought suggested itself that their effect 
and Influence'would be much increased by 
being reproduced In pamphlet form ; and 
the Idea has been acted upon. Since the in¬ 
ception of the undertaking, one purpose has 
been continually before the mind of the 
writer—to tell nothing but the truth of his 
own settlement, and nothing whatever to 
the disparagement, of its rivals, thus ab¬ 
staining from returning evil for evil. 
Should this the first edition be put into suc¬ 
cessful circulation, it will be speedily follow¬ 
ed by another. In which there will appear. 
; muoU additional Information which has 
>een received too late to be available for 
this one, together with such further lro« 




PROVINCE OP MANITOBA 


MANITOBA 


PtMgUttcial jdikiasuf. 


CLASSIFICATION 


JV-60.1 

Im6 
RBC ' 


Box 2 c • 1 


EC*b-7 




















f 


/ 


/ 

/ 

/ 

II / PREFACE, 
provementa as may suggest themselves 1* 
tlio meantlme. The writer begs to tender 
h(H kilni'oro thanks to Mr. Oeorgo H- Har* 
pur, of the Eagle Hills, Mr- John Carney, of 
Bnttloford, and the editor of Tun Hhiiald 
for muoh valuahlo assistance rendered by 
them. 


BnttlofOrd, May, 1888. 
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THE BATTLE RIVp VALLEY.' 


PURELY INTRODUCTORY. 

Fifteen years ago a trip from Eastern 
Canada to Winnipeg was an undertaking to' 
be thought of by few and to he attempted by 
an oven .smaller number, while venture¬ 
some Indeed must he bo who would eyon 
dream of penetrating farther Into the wildB 
of the unsettled West. These trips, too, 
muBt bo mado only during 'the summer 
months, apd It Ls but little more than ten 
years since a winter Journey from Winni¬ 
peg lOzSt. Paul was a perilous and foolhardy , 
ope. Time has ohanged all this, however. 
Since the spring of 1871, an ever-increasing 
Influx of settlers from tbe < older provinces 
and from the mother country, together with 
not a few from the neighboring republic, 
has pushed on civilization until the tread of 
the pioneer Is now heard at the very base of 
the Rocky Mountains, while this year one 
small party of venturesome 7 spirits have 
penetrated even to the valley of, the Peace 
River. Of course, where a/country was so 
little known, information from whatever 
source was eagerly sought after, 'and this 
demand has deluged tie country with 1m- ■ 

1 '-■ / 
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2 BATTLE RIVER VALLEY, . 

miff rant*’ g uldeff and handbooks of every ds- 
■orlptlon, written, In many Instances, bj 
professional but uninformed book-makers, 
and In more by amate'ura who essayed to bo 
ranked as authors, and whose Ideas of their 
ew* abilities far exceeded their aotual men¬ 
tal calibre ; while In ninety-nine cases out 
of every hundred the motive was not sol 
much the dissemination of usefub know-1 
lodge or the beneflttlngof their fellow-men,J 
as the pockets of these self-styled phtlan-j 
throplsts. In addition to this class, tjio in-] 
crease In travelling facilities and the new¬ 
ness of the country as a Held for the explo-j 
rer, the sight-seer, and the Invalid In search 
health, has lnduoed troops of tourists to 
visit the North-West, travelling, through It 
as fast as the locomotive and the steamer, j 
where ayallablo, and hornoflesh could takej 
them, and upon their return to “elvlllza-j 
tion," their views have been reducod to 
writing^ind placed In book form upon Lbs 
market.' Men who would scarcely be able 
to tell a harrow from a horse-rake under¬ 
took to advise intending Bottlers “ where to 
go, how to go, and when to go. ,f They told 
what they had seen and heard and a great 
deal that they had Imagined, and added 
much more compiled from the writing* of 
those who had gone before, concluding the 
whole with a string of advice to people de¬ 
siring to settle, and every other variety, of 
counsel likely to be required by a man who 
was thinking of penetrating the wilds of the 
New North-West. It must not be Inferred 
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hat all that has been wrltton is set down as 
rortfiless, but mixed with the good grain 
here has been bo much ehalT and foreign 
natter of ovenless value than that lntrln- 
Icaiiy worthless stuff, that the public jntnd 
ms become nauseated, and books of this 
Lind are taken up but to be thrown asld,o 
without oven a cursory perusal. Manitoba 
ins boeome pretty well settled, even In tho 
Udltloh to Its limits; which took so large a 
piece out of tho Territories. Already man 
who went in there three or four years 
almost ltterally In advance of settlement, 
aro selling out and seeking for some plaoe 
whore they oan have more elbow room. In 
(ho majority of cases, the great problem to, 
be solved is " "Whore shall we go?” Upon 
one point all are agreed, and that Is the gen¬ 
eral dlrootlon of tho line of march.' ” Out 
West”'is the cry of tho thousands who are 
crowded out, but conflicting accounts of the 
varlous.centres of settlement cause many 
to hesitate, and It is to help these to 
come to a decision that the writer 
has undertaken the task of ventilating 
flie advantages of the Battle River Valley, 
not as a flnonolal enterprise but In defence 
>f a section of country which * has been tho 
lubjectofmuch misrepresentation. It has 
son said that “ Truth Is mighty and will 
>revail,” and the saying bids fair tb prove 
true in regard to tho Battle River Valley, 
for after years of libel and falsification, its 
Lorits as a grain-growing country are be- 
;lnnlngtobe understood and appreciated, 
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and this section of the Iforth-West Is des¬ 
tined at no rerhote period to tako the fore¬ 
most place In the list of settlements In the 
Territories. And If thoso articles result In 
Inducing even a few to corno here who would 
otherwise have gone elsewhere, the filter’s 
mission will have been fulfilled. A resident 
of tho Valley himself, with all his Interests 
centred there, his work cannot bo classed 
with those of professional Itinerant book¬ 
makers, and may therefore be fallen up and 
read With more confidence than tho general 
run .of pamphlets. Having spent over 
twelve years In tlio North-West, during tho 
whole of which time he has fully identified 
himself with its Interests, nnd having seen 
many of tho rival sections for himself, tho 
writer has been in an excellent position to 
loam their respective advantages and dis¬ 
advantages. Being a pioneer himself ho is 
able to advise others who are coming to tho 
Groat North-West now how to reduce tho 
dlscomfortsof pioneering 1 to a minimum. 
It will also bo his endeavor, while giving In¬ 
formation that may be of use to the intend¬ 
ing settlor, so to divest It of the usual dry¬ 
ness of detail that it will bo perused for its 
own sake. 

OF THE NORTH-WEST GENEitAIiLT. 

So much lias beon written and spoken of 
the Great North-West that it Is perhaps 
needless to dwell at anyconsiderable length 
upon it as a field for the farmer, the artisan, 
the manufacturer or tho investor. Yet, as 
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THE NOR TH- WEST. 

an Introduction to the ohaplors which aro 
to corno after, a few gonoial remarks may 
not bo amiss. It Ib difficult, to reallzo that 
In the Territories—&e garden of our fair 
Dominion—thore la waiting for the plough 
a Beotlon ofcoifntiy many Umeslarger than 
tho united uroas of Great Britain and Ire¬ 
land. Add td this pasture land capable of 
sustaining tuns of thousands of cattle, hun¬ 
dreds of squaro miles of timber,’ Inexhaust¬ 
ible beds of coal and other minerals, and 
yet tho half is untold. Here wo find .^coun¬ 
try capable of furnishing homes formil-- 
llonB, wliero at no distant , day we aro des¬ 
tined to see fields of goldGh 'grain dwaitiug 
the reaper, whero but a few yours ego 
roamed countless herds of buffalo—now, 
unfortunately, doomed to a speedy extinc¬ 
tion through the reckless Improvidence of 
thoso for whom they were Intended to bo a 
support and sustenance— and ore another 
twelvemonth has been added to our lives 
tho wild shriek of the locomotive’s whistle 
will resound over the boundless prairies, 
echoing back from the innermost recesses 
of the Rocky Mountains. There Is nothing 
which the heart of man can desire that Is 
not to be found in tho Territories, and in 
Buch a liberal manner has Nature provided 
for the requirements of the future inhabi¬ 
tants of this great country that its resources 
'must be seen to bo realized. Each section is 
adapted for some kind of industry where 
men of energy and Industry can carye out 
fortunes for themselves in less time than 
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could be thought of In the pent-up centres 
of the East. Skirting along the Valley of 
the North Saskatchewan from Hb source In 
the mountains throughout almost Its entire 
length tho lumberman's eyes aro gladdened 
by tho apparent endlessness of tho forosts 
of pine and spruce; underlying a seotlon 
far exceeding In area tho coal-fields of tho 
^oast are bods of this useful nrtlclo destined 
^ to keep tho inhabitants of tho treeless prai¬ 
ries In fuel for genorntlops yet' to corac ; 
tho agriculturist bus far to seek ere ho finds 
richer or'more produotlvo soil than abounds 
here ; nutritious pasturage of tire most luxu¬ 
riant growth affords sustenance for the my • 
rlad herds of tho stock-raiser ; Iron mines 
await development; tho beds of all our 
streams are rich In gold^ while Indisputable 
evidence is forthcoming ol the existence In 
paying quantities of sliver, tin and lead; 
salt, springs innumerable produce a finer 
quality ofthls valuable mineral than any 
of tho now well known centres; gypsum 
beds, tar and petroleum springs, and quar¬ 
ries of useful stone are ’scattered over tho 
country ; While In the Far North, as yet un- 
penetrated by civilization, the fur trade Is 
still prbsperous. These are things which are 
known to exist, and, when it is considered 
how/longthey romained undiscovered, It is 
bqtffair to assume that a few years more 
will reveal other treasures, equally valua¬ 
ble, still hidden from the knowledge ofman. 
Rivers and lakes navigable by boats of the 
largest size and the comprehensive system 
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of railways promlsedin the near future ren¬ 
der every portion accessible. This, together 
with the assurance of a speedy completion 
of the lnteroceanlc railway, foretells a fu¬ 
ture for this grand country which it will re¬ 
quire a mind of the largest calibre to grasp 
to Its fullest extent. In fact, when ono en¬ 
deavors to paint to himself the probable fu¬ 
ture of the North-West, his mind Is almost 
dazed by Iho magnitude and grandeur of the 
picture conjmed up before him. Whore the 
red man has for generations been ocous- 
tomed to roam at his own sweet will, eking 
out a miserable subsistence or gorging him.- 
self on the fat of the land, according to the*!? 
temporary abundance or scarcity of garden 
towns and oltlos by the dozen will have 
sprung up ere the present rUlng generation 
will have grown grey. That this no idle 
surmise Is proven by the experience of our 
neighbors to the south and also by that of 
the eastern portion of our own country; 
more especially Blnce we have the advan¬ 
tage of possessing a larger territory with a 
greater proportion fit for cultivation, and 
that portion more fertile and productive. 
The results which have followed the open¬ 
ing up of a country such as is theirs cannot 
fall to be repeated In our own. But, as has 
already been stated, it Is not the Intention 
to enlarge upon the advantages of the whole 
of the North-West, but to call the attention 
of those in the east who are desirous of seek¬ 
ing out new homes and bettering their cir¬ 
cumstances to a hitherto little known and 
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much mlsroproaontcd section of North- 
Western Canada. 

OUR OWN VALLEY. 

For many reasons that are hard to ex* 
plain, and others thnt are quite apparent, 
tills portion of the Territories has boon the 
target for every variety of mlsrepreeonta : ( 
tion and falsification over since It flrst/isei 
up any claims as an agricultural and Btbck~ 
raising country, and it Is In a groat moakuro 
duo to this fact that tho writer has assumed 
the task of setting before the world the ad¬ 
vantages of the Battle River Valley as a 
Hold for colonization. .Rival settlements, 
Jealous of tho over-growJng popularity of 
this section, and thlnklug to improve their 
own prospects by belittling and libelling 
ours, have not scrupled to distort tho truth, 
and oven worse to Invent deliberate false¬ 
hoods. It Is not the Intention of tho writer 
to resort to any such method of benefiting 
the Battle River Valley, but each rival lo¬ 
cality, though laboring under disadvantages 
which r@nder.lt tirtdesirable as a Held for Im¬ 
migration, will be loft to take care of itself, 
while this section, by a truthful, unexag- 
gpfmed statement, will bo placed before the 
/public In its true light. It Is a mistaken 
policy to resort to such manoeuvres as those 
complained of, and reminds one of the story 
of the barrister who found endorsed On a 
brief placed in his hands, “ No case ; abuse 
the plaintiff's counsel ” ; the Inference be¬ 
ing justifiable in the present instance. But 
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this la scarcely of sufficient interest to tlie 
Intending settlor, so the more ploaslng task 
of writing of our own district wifi bo taken 
up. The extent of the, Battle Ulver Valley 
Is sufficiently largo to permit of the forma¬ 
tion of numerous large and prosperous set 
tlemontfi, aflbrding scope for thousands of 
immigrants to whatever industry they niay 
belong. All Jhat lias be n spoken of the 
North-WoBt generally Is equally true of the 
Battle River Valley particularly. The farm¬ 
er will And here soil certainly unsurpassed 
and seldom equalled In fertility and pro¬ 
ductiveness throughout the ontire length 
and breadth of the North-West. Here, too, 
the atoak-ralser will' And sheltered ranges 
for thousands of cattle, luxuriant with |the 
richest pasturage the world aATords, whilo 
Within sufficiently easy distance can b'o 
found timber to supply lumber and fuel for 
generations. Nor are we dependent upon 
wood alone for our fuel supply, for the 
mighty Saskatchewan brings the inexhaust¬ 
ible coal supply of its valley to our very 
doors at trifling cost. The only town at 
present in existence in the valley of the 
Battle River is Battleford, situated near Its 
confluence with the North Saskatchewan. 
Almost every One In the Dominion—at 
least, those who have ever read the papers, 
even casually—has heard of Battleford.* 
With many the names Battleford and Battle 
River have been thought to be identical, and 
It is by playing upon this misapprehension 
that our detraotors have scored so well in 
> 2 
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tho past, and Battloford Band has become 
a byword. It IB truo that tho Immediate 
alto of tho town la light, but that It la sandy 
la shejvn to bo false by tho excellent of tho 
vegetables grown In the numorouB gardens. 
The soil oan only be called light when com¬ 
pared with *fow other sections of the North- 
West, but whero will tho confluence of two 
streams be found In the entire prairie region 
whore tho soil Is not, comparatively speak¬ 
ing* light ? But because tho land 01 ^ which 
the town Is built Is light, It does not follow 
that the whole country Is a sandy desert. 
Go two miles from the town In whatever di¬ 
rection you like and the soil Is found to bo 
heavier, until at a thort distance away It 
will bo found to vie in richness with any 
btherpartof the Territories. Add to tho 
fertile soll tho mildness of the winter and 
the total absence of summer frosts, and 
have three advantages whlfch make our sec¬ 
tion thd most desirable for settlement in 
the North-West. Why the winters should^ 
be milder hero than In any other part of the 
Territories the writer does no,t pretend to 
explain, but that snoh Is the case is a fact, 

ascanbe verified by an examination of the 

meteorological records. In 1879 Hon. J. W» 
Taylor, United States Consul at Winnipeg 
made a careful comparison- of the^ weather 
records for the winter mn^ks Battlefojd, 
Winnipeg and St. Paul, Minnesota, the' re¬ 
sult being that he found the'mean .average 
temperature of Battleford to, be .seven de¬ 
grees higher, than that of Winnipeg,, and. 
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ouly throe degrees lower than that of- St. 
Paul. Tho snowfall, t£fe, Is bo light au to 
permit of stock wlhtqrlng out tn safety,,, 
and the fact that tho effects of ,tho Chinook 
winds nro folt along the Valley even to Bat- 
tleford, whero, undor Its inflnonce, tho ther¬ 
mometer registered sixty-three degrees 
above zero oh the evening of the tenth of 
January last, alsastrengthens us In this eon- . 
tention. The absence of summer frOets is, 
perhaps, one of the most Important advan¬ 
tages possessed by the Battle River Valley, 
as there Is no other settlement or section 
of the Territories that can lay claim to an 
equal Immunity. As far book as meteoro¬ 
logical records or the experience of our 
farmers go, there has never boon an Instance 
of the grain being caught by the frost. Ex¬ 
perience has also shown that farming oper¬ 
ations can be begun a week or two earlier 
in the spring than in any other section, and 
they can also be continued nearly *a fort¬ 
night later'ln the fall, thus giving a much 
longer season than that enjoyed by any 
•tber district In the Territories. Occasion 
will be taken In a short time to go more 
fully into the question of the climat, when 
we trust to be able to give satisfactory rea¬ 
sons for the marked differences now briefly 
referred t<i. • 

GEOGRAPHICALLY. * 

perhaps tho first question the intending 
settler ^plll ask about the Battle River Val¬ 
ley Is, “ Where Is it V 1 and It will therefore 
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bo ono oftho first to bo answorod at any con¬ 
siderable length. As may bo inferred It In 
the name given to that soctlon of country 
drained by the Battle River, a trlbutufy of 
tho North {Saskatchewan, which takos Its 
ri*o In tho UatUo Lakes, near the base of tho 
Kooky Mountains. These lakes Ho to tl^e 
south of Edmonton, and on tho height of 
land botwoon the Noith Saskatchewan and 
Rod Door Rivers. Tho general course of tho 
Battle River is easterly, its confluence with 
tho Saskatchewan being almost duo oast’of 
Its source. Tho country drained by tho Bat¬ 
tle River 11 oh almost entirely botwoor^ tho 
flfty-socond and fifty-third parallels of lati¬ 
tude, and extends from a polDt about mid¬ 
way botwoon the third and fourth principal 
meridians to a short distance beyond tho 
ono hundred and fourteontlr’or fifth princi¬ 
pal meridian. The land on the upper part of 
* tho valloy of the river Is very rich, partak¬ 
ing of the /ramo general features as tho rest 
of the country along the slope of the Rocky 
Mountains. As tho river is followed down 
Its course tho soil becomes a trifle lighter, 
until along the I'Swer portion It assumes a 
character, tho happy medium between a 
rank vegetable mould and a light soil, which 
so porfectly adapts it for the raising of 
cereals with certain Immunity from frosts. 
Away to the south of the river, and extend¬ 
ing beyond the forty-ninth parallel, lies a 
vast tract of country heretofore known, ps 
“ Tho Bad Lands, 1 * but which ure now fouud 
to bo admliably adapted for gracing pur- 
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Porch; while skirting tho Daltlo lllvcr oh 
both aides, nad stretching northward across 
tho Saskatchewan until tho southern limit 
of the true forest ltf reached, is a section 
cortfthily unexcelled for fertility and pro¬ 
ductiveness throughout tho entire length, 
and breadth of tho North-West. Although 
thoBO sketches aro collected under tho hoad- 
ing 01 the BalUe River Valley, It Is not In¬ 
tended to bo Inferred that It In only ob tho 
banks of that stream that good lands aro to 
bo found. The circumjacent country, of 
course, possesses the same general features 
and advantages as the cextio of the dls- 
tricl, but as yet settlement Is concentred 
within Its limits. However, as Immigration 
progresses, settlement will radiate until the 
Whole section is brought, under tho hahd of 
the tiller of the soil. As yet the only at¬ 
tempts at settlement 1 have been mado In 
the vicinity of Battleford, a bustling village 
situate within two miles of the confluence of 
the Battle and Saskatchewan Elvers. Tho 
town Itself is a thriving place of several hun¬ 
dred Inhabitants, until recently tho seat of 
Territorial Government, and even yot x tho 
headquarters of a troop of Mounted Police, 
•and of a pumber of ofllcials of the Govern- 
mont. 4 A number of stores, besides a tele¬ 
graph office, a printing office, a blacksmith, 
a cabinet-maker, sovoral builders, hotels, 
and tho Ilk® go to make up th® nucleus of a 
prosperous town. The site was chosen, not 
on account of tho fertility of the'soil, but 

because’of its admirable suitability lor the 
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location ol' a town. Tho valley, from east to 
west, Is about throo hundred and fifty miles 
In length, and varies In width from/twonty 
to sixty in|4««. Tho banks are, J^oughout 
almost lUfentlro length, clothed with, tim¬ 
ber suitable for building' fencing and fuel; 
whllo nutnoroui “ spring'* crooks which Join 
tho river along Its course onsure au ample 
supply of good water. The river preserves 
an almost uniform width auil depth, and 
there is no doubt that careful experiment 
will provo it to be navigable for small 
steamers of light draft 

HISTORICALLY. 

■, Fifteen years ago there was no settloin^nt 
in tho Battle Itlvor Valley, and until com- 
• paratfvely recently no attempt was made to 
' settle upon the rich lands which fringe that 
< river. Trayol between the oast and the west 
was, almost entirely If not altogether, dono 
\ on the north side ol tho Saskatchewan, ow¬ 
ning to the warlike attitude of the Indians 
on the plains to the south of that river in 
tjie early days. Indeed, the country south 
of t he haskatchowan was looked npon ns 
the Indians' battle-ground, and as such was 
avoided. Pressing Indeed must be the re- 
qulVomonts of him who took a flying trip 
across the region of Indian wars. As a nat¬ 
ural ponscquenco the beauties and advan* 
\^tages\of this section were entirely unknown. 
iiTlSTi^Uie engineers of the Canadian Pacific 
RallwfliypkBfiwLthrough tho Saskatchewan 
V a 11 e y ,\^c r o s a 1 n gTRe^at^le^lver^bout^w^ 
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miles abovo its' mouth,*and shortly after¬ 
wards the contractor for tho construction ' 
of iho telegraph lino sonMdrtough large par¬ 
ties of mon to carry on tho worlc ho had un¬ 
dertaken. Htruck with tho beauty of tho 
place, tho crossing of tho Battle [fiver waa 
chosen as tho contractor’s headquarters, 
'Under tho trno Wostorn appellation of Tele¬ 
graph Flat. Ifoxt oamo tho selection of tho 
crossing ns the soat of government for the 
North-West Territories, on account of its 
central situation, and tho name was 
changed to tho appropriate and more eu¬ 
phonious ono ot Battleford. In duo course 
the men it? the employ of tho department 
of Public Works nppo ared upon tho scene, 
and proceeded with the erection of buildings 
for tho accommodation of tho officials of the 
North-West Government. A troop of 
Mounted Police wore stationed here, and 
barraoks erected Those publlo works, em¬ 
ploying as they did large numbers of men, 
naturally attracted several traders, ai\d 
speedily the nucleus of a small t.»w n was 
formed. 'No.Sooner, was Battleford pro¬ 
claimed the eapital Of the Nprth-West Ter¬ 
ritories than a hue and ory was raised by Jt«< 
disappointed rivals, and the whole of tho 
surrounding country was denounced as an - 
unproductive, barren wilderness, one writer 
wittily affirming that the soil was sff ligjit, 
that it became necessary for the farmers to 
pin their fields to keep'them from blowing 
away. Bo persistent was this system of tie- 
traction that it had,the effect of deterring 
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many from coming bore. Tho publlo works 
being 1 , completed, some of tho employees, 
appreciating tho country at Its, true worth, 
and with coflimondablo pldck, deterrrilnod 
upon mnk^ji^yin.oxporiinont of cultivating 
thOv«oll Ah -they had forosoon, success 
orowned tl'iclr efforts, and others wero en- 
ootirngcd to follow theis example. One by 
one, settlers continued to drop in, but even 
at so late a date as 1878 they did not number 
half-a-dozen. In the sum'motyof that year 
a nowspaper—the Saskatchewan Herald^ 
was established at Aattleford by Mr. P. G. 
Laurie, one of the pioneer newspaper'men 
of Canada, and It Js worthy of note that he 
came here without the inducement of a 
bonus, and with but one acquaintance In 
the entlro settlement. A residence of many 
years in the North-West onabled this enter¬ 
prising printer to thoroughly understand 
the requirements of the country ; and, esti¬ 
mating correctly the future in Btore, be 
bent himself assiduously to his task. Keep- 
in always tho general interests of the Ter¬ 
ritories in view, he industriously dissemina¬ 
ted information concerning this locality, 
and refuted the slanders and imputations 
of rival settlements. At last, after years of 
unceasing devotion to hlsselMmposed duty, 
he is beginning to see the fruits af his'exer¬ 
tions, and last season saw the advent of the 
advance-guard of the tide of . immigration, 
which is now flowing this way. The files of 
the Saskatchewan Herald would, of them¬ 
selves, furnish an excellent guide to the 
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would-be Immigrant, oven if no other wcro 
; available,* 

PHYSICALLY. 

. The prairie country, as properly under¬ 
stood, has many clistlnct’phaseB In its phy¬ 
sical aspect, and the several forms that suc¬ 
cessively present themselves to the travel¬ 
ler are not confined to Isolated sections, but 
occur at Intervals more or less regular 
throughout tho entire North-West. The 
words “ prairie” and “ plain” must not bo 
understood as Implying an absolutely level 
stretoh of country ; for, although its genor-^ 
al aspect may be level, li is in reality more., 
or Joss rolling. Taking our own seotion os 
an example, we find to the north a grand 
oxpanso of country, representing What 
wuuIca be called u plain, ns it extends for 
many miles unbroken by any eminence 
that deserves to be called a hill; but t* is 
undulating, its surface broken with numer¬ 
ous bluffs, with heavier bodies of timber on 
the ravines' and watercourses that drain its 
^surface, and on the banks of the Saskatche¬ 
wan. 

Extending westward between the Saskat-. 
chewan and Battle Kivers is asimllar tract* 
of country; while stretching away tp the 
south Is another form of prairie—at first in¬ 
terspersed with tiiufft of timber and erossefl 
by living streams, and gradually runnipg 
Into the rolling, treeless plain, watered only 
by lakes. 

The valley of the Battle River proper pre¬ 
sents the same characteristics throughout. 

8 
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nfrth the river has 
fcjsoroo places they 
Swater's odgo, whllo 


Foralmostlta entire 
well defined banks,! 
rUe abruptly from tl 
at others thox v fofpo| 


lands, gradually t*i 
tableland Is -ghlri 


s or lovel bottom 
tntll the level of the 
It rarely happens 
that a flat Is f$&({ opposite sides of the 
rtv^r^plaln oiVsUlejitad high banks on tho 
Joth^tbojng Uje'jruleijt At Intervals broad 
Vnl^ys open iVp-fronKthe banks ofthe river, • 
running fnr inland, jitid generally with a 
living stream at the, bottom. These open 
Into Others, similar'Ayjharacter though less 
In oxUpt, but stlllf'Jarge enough to afford 
> room for ejttdnsl vo farms on either slope; 
ryid thcsd^agaln branch oIT]Into other small- 
■erjjwlloys, and so on until) thegenoral plain* 
"drlabloland Is reached. ^ 

The Uttd in these Valleys varies from a 
light to a heavy loam on a ela^ v subsoil. ; 
There Is more wood In this vali^y.Jrban W/ 

iattbeii t 
’poplar 


usually found In prairie couhtflejfci 
chiefly poplar, wHhrhere and th J 
of birch and* some .spruce, f 
grows to a great size, and makes goo d'-bulld - 
ing material. When cut into'boatfJff'and 
seasoned it serves many purposes as well as 
the spruce and pine of thtf country, and for 
floors and finishing is preferred by many. - ’ 
Vegetation is most ruxurlantln the small- 
ervalleys, extending to theiummit of their 
sides, affording the most nutritious pastur¬ 
age, and bearing evidence to the riohness of 
the soil. Water is everywhere ^abundant, 
in springs, ponds or creeks. 'NVood for 
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building, Joel or fencing 1b easily procura¬ 
ble ; and It Is well known that there In abun- 
danco of coal within #asy distance of the 
river, and will.In all probability bo opened < 
, upat an early.day. 


WHO SHOULD COME HERE. 

-I 

The question embodied In the foregolltg 
Lauding Is perhaps one of the moet.dlfflcult 
to answer to the satisfaction of the Intend¬ 
ing Immigrant. There are very few men 
who will admit that they are 'not adapted 
by naturp tQ undergo the trials and priva¬ 
tions common to a life of pioneering; and 
yet how truo.lt is that not one In ten 1 b u> 
fitted. A'particular looallty suddenly be¬ 
comes popular as a field for settlement, and 


the tide of Immigration sets In with a rush, 
and In the crowd are many who push head¬ 
long without pausing to think what they 
may be ealled upon to endure.^ Be the de- 


^^tlptlm^ofj.hfMWavi^try andlts advantages. 
^pcftr^fiSlSrefully worded, they have their 
. Wstlly formetHdoas of wbftt they will find 
\ft to'be, and aft-th^firstdlsappointment the,^ 


Conclusion Is air hastily formed that they- 
hav^beer. the victims of misrepresentation 
nnd^iraud," and where formerly everything 
was ^viewed through 1 'glasses of rosy hue, 
now nothing but fault Is to be found. The 
‘othe/.extreme Is rushed to, and the papers 
are flooded With letters of denunciation of 


the country, ot the people, and of-all who 
have a word to^say In Its defence. It Is 
needless to say that this class of Immigrants 
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Is not sought aftor.for this part of theNorth- 
Wost. What^tfe want Is n class of men— 
and women, too—who tyre not only willing 
to submit to the Inconveniences 01 a settler's 
life without grumbling, but will also ton- 
tilbuto tholr shure towards developing its 
resources—a course wliloti will Hpoedily be 
followed by all the comforts and advantages 
TbilVU'd"tn~*t>W»r*‘satUcinont8. "Wo want men 
who arc .not afraid of hard work, for there 
is plenty of hard work, but it has its reward, 
which* is sure, and speedy in its coming * 
about. The men who have already pitched 
Upon the Battle Elver Valley as a home for 
themselves and tholr families, have been 
moil possessing these characteristics, and 
to-day witnesses them onJoyiDg tiro fruits 
of their labors. As It has been with them, 
so will it be with all. Should au.v one make 
a failure, before he commences to curse the— 
country, let him sit down calmly and see if 
he has not been to blame In the matter. 
Whether he be an agriculturist, a stock- 
raiser or a mechanic, there Is room here, 
and there Is money to be made ; but at pre¬ 
sent it is essentially the country of the far¬ 
mer and the herder, although Lhe artisan's 
day is certainly and speedily coming. We 
would like to see thejnen whojcome falrly_ 
supplied with funds, for a Tittle capital is an 
excellent lubricator for the wheels of life, 
especially In the North-West. It Is true 
that men have started and done well with 
little or none, but those men hare possessed 
in a marked degree the characteristics point- * 
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«tl out previously—a willingness to submit 
to privations and to look on tho bright side 
of everything, and a determination to suc¬ 
ceed. Men who have not tho mentis to start 
out In life on their own account, but who 
are willing to work to acqitlro those means, 
form, however, a class which It Is most do- 
slrable to have amongst us. Thnro has al¬ 
ways been an excellent market hero for 
labor, and men have novar been without 
work against their \illl : and with tho 
lnflux-of settlement,, which Is now an as¬ 
sured fact, the depnand Is certain to In- 
cj;<jase. As settlement progresses, towns 
will spring up, the various Industries be 
established, and a Held opened for these 
Who prefer the town to the country, but In 
ttye meantime let tho farmer and the farm- 
, latiorpnoomd; and let them comq early so as 
to's&cpy a wider range of country from 
which 1*1 choose out homes for themselves 
and lariHlles. , 

/What they should bring. 

“ What should I bring with me?'** Is Or 
question certain to be asked, by every in- „ 
tending Immigrant, who does not wish to 
rush Blindfold into a new country, whose 
requirements ma> be very different from 
those (If his old home. It Is a question that 
may be answered in many different ways, 
but an article published In the Edmonton 
Bulletin during the past summer, under the 
caption of“ Advice,” fits the case of Battle- 
ford so perfectly that we cannot do bet- 


la 
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tor than to reproiluco a portion of It as an¬ 
swer to Mio quostloik^;opoumlod above. 
Tho requirements of tho agricultural por¬ 
tions of the Territories uro so similar that 
wlmt is written of one sootlou Is very nearly 
II aot perfectly applicable to another. Tho 
urtlclo In question says : 

“ Tho Intending settlor must go according 
to his means and intentions in outfitting 
hlmuclfln Winnipeg, after having procured 
the necessary travelling outfit ana supplies 
lor thejourney, but groat care must bo taken 
that transport Is provider! for every pound 
that Is to ho taken. .Every eight or ten hum < 
drod pounds requires an ox* cart, cover and ” 
harness, costing on an avorago ,?l(X) a rig. 
Ifthosottler has tho moans it is bolter for 
him to purchase in Winnipeg all the ma¬ 
chinery, Implements, and household fix¬ 
tures he requires for Immediate use, ns well 
ns a year’s supply of groceries and a little 
choice seed grain, and bring it through him¬ 
self. . They can generally all bo pur¬ 
chased hero, buf'tho prices aro very high, 
-and come hard on a person who has to buy 
overv thing he needs and has nothing to sell. 
Especially If the settler Is able to bring a 
cooking stove he should bring It with him, 
Furnlturo is very dear here but at the same 
time it Is not ad vlsable to bring any unless 
It is of extra quality. It costs ten* cents a 
pound freight, and the ten cents can bo bet- ' 
tot* applied in. Irelghtlng prime necessaries 
such as groceries or Implements Furnlturo 
of the box, bench, stool, and shelf variety 
will nnswor very well in this oountry for a , 
few years yet, especially if a person’s moans i 


•This lsof oourse the rate to Edmonton! 1 j 
but tho Idea Is an excellent one. Freight, j 
from Qu’Appelle to Battlelord ranges fi?o!m\ /j 
four to six cents, but when the trail from / 
Swift Current Oreek Is opened, It will bo bW 1 / . 
tween two and four cents. I'\y' 

* 1 n] 
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'arc limited. Thocooking stnvo can also bo 
'dlspenHod with, especially by bachelors, u» 
' wood is plentiful. ' 

u The smallest and cheapest complete 
farming outfit possible Is two oxen and carts, 
.or If possible a waggon, harness for the ox cm, 
a breaking; plough; sot of harrows, Iron are 
#tho host; a Firytbu, ukb, hoc. rake, shovel 
'imd grain erndle. THcho, with the' kit of 
tools necessary on the trip, a few pounds of 
nails, and either prdvjrilons far a year or 
money lo purchase' thorn with, and money 
enough tojrtu’chaso'sdod In tho spring, Is a 
rnuea boitor start than nine-tenths of tho 
settlors here had. 1 Nbarly ull of thorn have 
been under the nccosAliy of working away 
from their places about, half their time in 
order to oarn m moy to purchase theso few 
things with, and yet'they are succeeding. 
But to succeod under such chcumstauceR re¬ 
quires a largo amount of gumption, grit and 
energy, and unless a settlor has n eonslclera- 
bio quantity of thsso commodities on hand 
he'had bettor never start, for Edmonton. If 
any considerable number of cattlo aro 
brought a mowing machine and sulky, rake 
should bo Included In the outfit,.as they save 
a groat deal of time as well as labor 
V A. «n)all stock of simple medicines 
should be taken for osoon tho trip. Persons 
are very little liable to sickness while tra¬ 
velling, but a little sticking plaster, salvo, 
yelloW oll fmd painkiller should he taken in 
' case df actfidenl. A good supply of coarse, 
warm qVotSrlng and blankets should also bo 
taken, fianAmp, chilly weather Is liable to 
be ehcdtmlered even in midsummer,.and 
the nights are almost alwayB cool, while in 
the tall they are very cold. Damp' or cool 
weathei on the bare prnirlo with perhaps 
"very little wood is very different from what 
It is In a warm hbuse, with a good lire. 
Horses and cattle are peculiarly liable to 
some diseases while^travolllng and too 
much care cannot be/iaken of them. Car* 
belle acid, blue stone, and castlle soap 
Bhould be taken fdr use In tho foot disease, 

/ 
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borax to olennso tho mouth with, linseed 
ollfoiusoas physic, corn starch lo stop 
scouring, yellow oil for soro shoulders nnd 
other swellings, pine tnr for outs or raw 
places, sulphur for mo In case* of mango, 
am! black tobacco to destroy pnrmdtlc ver- 
mill M 

Those romarkh apply principally to the 
settler's outllt which 1m will require after 
his arrival and location a on claim. - Tbo In¬ 
tending settlor will suo at a glanoo that 
whllo a very largo capital Is not indlNponsa- 
blo, still a moderate Hum of money would 
ho very advantageous, Inasmuch an It would 
enable the newcomer to begin farming at 
once on suoh a scale ns to make It pay from 
the outset. Jf you have a family ns 
well as capital bring It along. A woman In 
thd house goejMi long way towarfls recon¬ 
ciling one to tfhe^loss of the comforts ftnd 
pleasures of city life. Hor presence makes 
even a log shanty scorn like home, and then 
as an Internal economist Bhe is the superior 
of the average man. You will not need your 
piano for a year or two at least, and perhaps 
by that time you may*havo a place to put 
it. If you bftVe a fancy buggy/sell it, but If* 
you mfost have a lighter rig than a waggon, 
put a part of the proceeds Into a buckboard 
and the balance Into your pocket. The buck- 
board will be found to bo more useful and 
durable than a buggy, and the difference in 
price will come In handy some time. For 
the trlp'mp, If you come overland, some art¬ 
icles will have to bo provided, but another 
extract from the Bulletin will cover the 
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[ground, Another artlclo Inoludes the fol¬ 
lowing paragraphs: 

“ A tont Is nooessary and also a camp, 
itovn If thcro are women and children. A 
largo lent Is as easy to pitch as a small one, 
[very little heavier to haul, and much more 
joinfortnblo. Tho stovo Is necessary during 
r ot or stormy weather In summer, and In 
fha cold mornings and evonlogs of the fall, 
ind In those circumstances makes all the 
linbrenee between solid comfort and solid 
nIscry. 

* The supply of previsions should consist 
d flour, bacon, hum, hard tack or biscuit, 
►utter, syrup, tea and sugar. A full grown 
► an will require about fifty pounds of flour 
month ana twontydlve or thirty pounds 
[t bacon or ham. The proper quantities of 
le other things cannot be properly defined, 
[he biscuit need only be used when It Is un- 
[ftndy to make a Are, and a ham should be 
opt boiled for use on similar occasions, 
he butter should be carried In a stone Jar If 
►sfllblo, and kept in the shade. Small tin 
ins should bo used In which to keep the 
'rup, tea and sugar required fpr immo¬ 
late use. Other articles of food, such as 
knned meats and fruit, are too expensive 
ir the ordinary Immigrant, and besides 
ivel and pure air will make the staple ar« 
des of food taste as good on the trip. If 
[oporly cooked, as the most delicate dishes 
on ordinary occasions." 

’he person following these instructions 
refully will And .the overland Journey, al- 
>ufch slow, a not unpleasant one. Tkead- 
is sound, the writer being an experi* 
>ed prairie traveller, who knows whereof 
[speaks Tne above extracts cover the 
fund pretty fully, and when taken In con- 
jtlon with the one given below, little, If, 
feed anything, remains to be said, The 
(KATCHEWAN Heiuld of December 80, 
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1878, under tho hcaflng “Answ’ors to Bn- 
^fluirpra.” contains tlio following useful In* 
formation : 

44 If yoTTbayo really good stock of any 
kind,' iram pobttry^up to thoroughbred 
horses, bring It along7xt-wUl.be found.pfo- 
fliablo to have 4 the best 9 of everything, 
whethor It Is Intended for.salo or for homo 
use alone. 

4 * As to the outfit necessary, that Is In a 
. great measure a matter of tnsto—as to pro- 
visions, It Is so altogether, for what would 
sodra to one to bo a scant allowance, would 
by another bo pronounced wasteful extrava¬ 
gance. A commutation with your grocer 
will set thaVOll right. From pork’and pern- 
' lead to 4 all the delicacies of too season’’can. 
be bad at Winnipeg. 

4 * But .to those who bring their'own carts 
sordo things are indispensable for. comforts 
able travel, and.to rep air accidents that may 
happen. ThbUrst orthose is a good axe ; 
also a' spade, hammer; nails (different sizes) 
both wrought and cut, Homo large tacks, a 
draW-knlfe, some small carriage bolts to 
repdir cart wheels, 1 a threo-quarter Inch 
mortising Chisel, abrpcsr and at leasttwoor 
three bits; a! small cask to carry water, and 
a pocket filter or % strainer; some copper 
rlvcfta to mend harness ; spare axles and 
spokes, a supply of agio grease, ropes, etc. , 
The sl^e of the tent dbti the supply of cook¬ 
ing utensils must be determined by ,the Size 
ana taste bf the party.” 


* n ' r WHE1T TO OOHB. 

This is a question 'which requires two or 
three different answers, ,to suit tbe< lnten-^- 
tlon^n^d particular , circumstances of>tte . 
Immigrant. „ Qn^wUl dp for the,perso£who 
has a^ready made hr hls mind that he will, 
remain hpre, and pomes prpifared to settlet., 
on^homsstpad.at onc^^whlle an entirely ? 
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Alfflorent answer U called for by the require¬ 
ments of the prospector. Again, with th* 
settlor, much depends upon tho amount’'of 
capital he can control, and whether he has 
^•faiftlly or not. If he have sufficient capi¬ 
tal to pay running expenses. he eahnot do 
’better than to ootno lh about midsummer, 
un he will then have abundance of tfdfe' to 
select a location,’out hrty for Wtilted 1 utfA, do 
some fbU plbughlng and build a house 1 be¬ 
fore winter 1 Wets In.' As this wb'rkr^owe^dr, 
Is not Immediately 1 productive, It boBofctM 
Imperative to be’lnr a pWtlbn to' hold 1 bVbr" 
uitil the harvetrt hext season 1 . Onc"whoHe 
neans are more limited will flnd lt adfan- 
ngepus to oonie veryChrly in tho s'pWhg,‘ ko 
Hat some brcftklug ctin bedone. ftnaashi'all 
owing put ltt up6n:the riOd, wliMf wffrpW)- 
dde returni r'Of'hlB'labor from theVe^ Oat* 
et. Thu.proflpOCtbr should ‘ come is' CitHy 
n the season aspoesible/Ho'^ to ilve^hjm 
imple time to'iddkb a thorough examlna- 
lon of the ooUhti-y and choose a suitable 
ocatlon. By coming after, tl^e snow has dis- 
ppeared he will be in a position to obtain 
■n Intelligent Idea of the soil, the location 
( hay-swamp* hud Houghs, the water Slip- 
iy, and other advantages and disadvantages 
rhloh cannot be seed during the winter, 
leaving the *summer before hlm/hls ex- 
lomtlou need not be restrlcted toany 
articular locality; bdt'the whole 1 diHirtet 
%n undergo a thorough Examination. 1 Then 
aould he bo 'abie to flnd a location' which 
leets his views, he Is In a position to - pro- 
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6ood at onco to make his Improvements, and 
prepare for farming In oaraW during tha 
next season. Experience |tenchos that Juno 
and July are the best moritlVs ' for broaklng, 
While hay-making commences about the 
middle of JUly, and tbeso Mp two of tho 
most Important duties of /tho now settler 
during his first season. If'nwcossary ho oan 
live in a tent while engaged In theso tasks, 
as after baying thore Is ample time to build 
houses and stables and mdke them comfort¬ 
able before the approaow of winter. It Is 
soarcoly advisable for/any person who bas 
had nd,experience In/prairie travelling, to 
attempt to come here during the wlnte^ 
months, unless under.the guidance of some 
ono who understands At. Evon If all the.dan- 
genrwore avoided and no ncoblfint happen- 
qfifst) much dlscomfoH would follow v ttfe 
gnoranco ofwlnter travel and the country 
throtrgn which their road lay, that It would 
be better/to defer the Jourjiey until 'spring, 
Unloss. cts already statod, undor the Meader- 
shlp of an experienced person. * A 

/. I HOW TO, COMEi 

/ The Immigrant, having made up his mind 
to settle In the Battle ftlver Valley, and 
fixed the time for going there, will natural¬ 
ly ask next, “.How shall I go ?" As In the 
case of tho former question/ there are two 
or three answers to this one, In this case* 
fcowever, more depends upon the time tfho- 
sen for the Journey than/ Upon ' any other 
contingency. Thr6e routes arc open to him, 
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and ho must deoldo for hlmsolf which Is bunt 
wiiitod t© the olroumstanoos of film case. 
The##'routes are—flrstpby boat ©r rail fijoro 
Winnipeg to (Selkirk, thence by boat across 
Lako Winnipeg and up the North Saskat¬ 
chewan to Battlofordf whonoo he’can strike 
mt In any-dlrectlon ho may doslre ; second, 
ly ralito Troy (Q,u'AppoUo Station) on .the 
JankdlaiT'Faojno Railway, thence overland, 
ibout throe humitedm-Uos, via Clu'Appelle, 
touchwood Hills, ancT'Claijke's. Crossing- of 
[ho South Branch ; torid by rail to 

iwlft Current, thohce ovCrlarid, two hun- 
Ired and twpnty-flve ml&es. A fourth route 
spokon of atjhe./tlme' of writing, which, 
carried out, will^aLso be ah advantageous 
Ine to take under consideration. It is pro^ 
fosed to put a lino of steamers on the South 
Iranch to run 'from Swift Current Creek 

i own the river. In the event of this projeot 
elng oarrled out, the Journey could be made 
■om Swift -Current • Creek by boat to 
llarke's Crossing, which Is distant eighty- 
jvo miles from Battleford, from which 
tnt It would not be difficult to travel over- 
md; These who do not intend to farm or 
’ho have very little stock would find It 
lost convenient to come themselves and 
•Ing their goods by steamer, but those whd 
tve stock must necessarily come by road. 

i hould It be decided to come overland, it 
oyr remains to choose one of the two routes 
>m the Canadian Pacific Railway. That 
mt Troy, to ^Battleford Is the one which 
r as In general use during the past summer,^ 
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before the track hfid .reached Swift Current 
. Creole, and strikes into the old established 
trail from Winnipeg: to Bat'tleford at Touch- 
wood Hllla, sixty miles from Troy. But 
Swift Ourront ia the polnton the Canadian 
Paolflc Hallway which is nearest to Battle- 
ford, and Is'only about twenty miles from 
the South Branch, at which point a ferry is 
to be established ^arly-< this season. Ar¬ 
rangements ore already being made -with- 
men who know the country thoroughly to 
open adlrcoitralt between those points, Im¬ 
mediately after the disappearance * of the 
snow* The South Branch will be the only 
stream to cross on tho route besides Eagle 
Creek, while on the other trail there Is also 
the Qu’Appelle to.cross, In.'additlah .to nu¬ 
merous' sloughs through the Touoh^food 
Hills, and the much dreade.d alkaline ponds 
- In the Big Salt Plain. t On the whole,- then, 
the advantage^ are^deetdedly In favor <>f the 
' road by way of. Swift Current. Should, 
however, the cora be left at Tfoy, the trail 
can be followed to the “ fingerboard’' In the , 
Salt Plain, which will point out the road' to 
Clarke's Crossing, or tbs main traii-m&y be 
followed toHuinboIdt, forty miles farther, 
where another fingerboard indicates-the 
way to Clarke's. The traveller may^also 
come by way of'Duck Lake ,o* the same - 
trail, but this will add over- fifty miles -to 
' the road with no compensating advantage. 
The SA^AtchewaIt Hkbald of Deb. 80, 
1:78, contains some sound advice, which it 
may not come amiss to fopeat. It say$ : 
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** Comc*nBnnr|y In tho season as you can— 
o as to take the road us soon us tho trass 
1 U 8 started. The cheapest way for those 
'ho come to stay Is to buy their horses and 
irtB or cuttle, uccordlng to their taste, in' 
r innipcg, and lay In their supplies therar- 
|verythlntf necessary for the outfitting of a 
irty can po obtained In "Winnipeg cheaper 
lan It can be brought In Iron) thp States or 
le Eastern Provinces. ' 

11 If you bring a'span of horses and a good 
iggon, tho probability Is that no repairs 
U be needed. If you decide/to „ buy Carts 
d drive your own animals, two courses 
5 open, the choice of which/must be doter- 
ned by the strength of tbs, party, Those 
, either to hire a man who knows tho 
d and understands travelling/ on the 
Ins. and place the oliargo'of the train on¬ 
ly in his han^js, as far- as pitching and 
ring camp arehonoerned ; or, if the par¬ 
ts uuimerous enough to manage its own 1 
ck, to agree with the leader or some reg- 
r train to travel in his company. 8tran- 
s who undertake to travel alone will find 

I ny difficulties apparently lnsurmounfcs- 
, which, under the direction of a corape- 
t guide, will disappear as If by magic. 

will have to do all your own work, of 
irse, unless you otherwise arrange, and 
folloW the example of your leader—tra- 
when he travels, and stop when he stops; 
ver mind if he does sometimes appear to 
losing time by making short 11 spells," as 
lycalrthe trip between camps; he knows 
sre wood ana water are to he had,, and 
at he must do each day to be certain of 
ting to suitable camping grounds for the 
:ht. The chances are that if you go to 
vel independently you will lose time by 
iking injudicious stoppages. 
h The advantage of coming early Is that it 
II enable you to get in some crop the first 
■ar. Potatoes, oats and turnips do very, 
|rly on the soa. It will always pay the ex- , 
use of breaking, fencing, etc,, apd pro^ 
le enough provisions for the ensuing yeaf*. 
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You can Also mtt up liny for your Atock, and 
build a house before the approach of winter. 

” It Is of the utmost Importance to see that 
everything Is trim and In good order before 
starting on the trip. It Is suicidal to take 
the road ‘ guessing ’ that all Is right, or that 
you will have time on Iho road to do work 
that should be dono before you start,. Every 
day will bring Hh own work, and If by chance 
you have spare time In camp, rest yoursolf, 
or lake a stroll a few miles off the trail. 

” Above all, don't suppose for a moment 
that because you otfmo irom an old-settled 
country you know^loro about prairie tra¬ 
velling than those who have spent a life¬ 
time at it You will ns a rule find the 
freighters on the plains courteous and no- 
comfnodating, and willing to dlvldo with 
you the last of anything they have, or to 
help you out of any difficulty you may get 
<■ into.” 

t The ai tides already quotod from the Ed¬ 
monton Bulletlnalso contain some advice 


on this head which is worthy of the deepest 
consideration. Head what an experienced 
_prairie traveller has, to say to the new¬ 
comer concerning the trip: 


11 Parties with women and children should 
arrange to be here by the first of October, as 
the nights arc very cold after that time, and 
every one should beln bytheflrstofNovem- 
her at latest, as even if there is no snow 


after that time the feed Is dried up so that 
the cattle do not thrive, there is ice in the 
creeks in the mornings, and the ground la 
frozen and rough so that the feet of the cat¬ 
tle become worn quickly. 

“ Cattle and horses of all kinds and sheep 
can be driven through with very little risk. 
Oxen are preferable to horses for hauling 
freight. A $75 ox will haul more than a 
horso of the same price, and will gat to bis 
Journey’s end as soon and inv better condi¬ 
tion If used rightly. To a pdbr man just 
starting on a farm oxen are preferable to 
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horses, ns thoy will do more work, on less 
and coarser feed, and when fat they oan al- 
* most, always killed at a profit. * Native po¬ 
nies are good on the trip If not overloaded, 
and early In the spring when the feed Is 
poor, or late In the fall when the frosen road 
hurts the oxen’s feet, are safer than oxen, 
but arc of very little account to the farmer 
when he gets through except for light work. 
Canadian horses can be brought through If 
good care Is used, but should only bo loaded 
Jlisbtly If at all, r as the look or grain, the 
strange kind orgvass. the files and mosqui¬ 
toes, and the mud boles do mot agree with 
them. They start out we|l and seem able to 
discount either oxen or ponies—as they 
could If supplied with grain—but soon 
weaken and get sick, and frequently never 
reoover. A little grain should.be Drought 
afong to giro them when weak and bran to 
give thenv’medicine in. They a^e worth 
nursing^ Tor when they get here they Mo 
well ana are the most useful animal a farm¬ 
er can have. They are a luxury, however. 
thAt. only those who are pretty well fixed 
should indulge In., 

44 If possible two wageops should be 
brought, so that the teams could assist each 
other In pulling out of bad,places, but If 
only one In' brought it should be loaded 
lightly, as the roipas are very soft In wet 
reasons. Fourteen to sixteen hundred is a~ 
fair load fora moderate yoke of oattle in a 
waggon, but if there are two waggons the 
loads may be increased considerably. The. 
yoke'shtiuldlnotbe used unless In doubling. 
It Is not as good as the harness at any time, 
but Is handier then. Oxen will haul more, 
in.the harnesBand do it easier than in the 
yoke. They,can be broken so as to work in 
either. Carts are better than waggons for 
simply hauling freight especially in wet 
seasons, as the wheels are larger and the 
load is closer to the anlmalf One man can. 
attend to two waggons or four carts with all 
ease. Carts are much more liable to upset 
than ^sggons and also more liable to break 
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do^vn, especially if of tii 6 ordinary ROd 
River variety, ttparo axles. hoop iron, nails. 
Haw. hammer, gouge* half-inch chisel, brace, 
hair-inch, five-eighths add inch bits* 4 draw 
knife and a hatchet should be brought, with 
which to repair them when damaged*, Oflrt 
loads range all the way .from seveh to 
elevon hundred pounds, according, to tbq 
ability of the animal used, but a good aV^r- 
age .load for. oxen on an ordinary rorid 14 
from eight to nine hundred.” 

Add in another article on the tame sub* 
Jecl he says: 

" If the feet of the oxen taken are not good/ 
at the start, or If they are likely to be on the 
road 1 after the frost comes, some thick sheet 
copper, cold ohlsel» shoeing hammeiypalr 
of ehdelng pincers, gimlet olt, punoli, and 
some small horse nails should be ;L&ken in 
order to shoe them should they/require It. 
Generally only the outside halves of the 
front feet need shoes, as tbevJiave toft*$tand 
the greatest wear. Each shoe requires three 
nails, and no nail must be driven near the 
point of the hoof. Ponies seldom require to 
have anything done to their feet as they are 
very hard. If Canadian horses are. worked 
they .must bekeptrehod if the roads are at 
all dry. / 

“ If the loads a^e not very light it is well 

toimve an.eitra animal or two along. A 
day or of rest when an animal la sick or 
InJurCd-will sometimes save Its life, and if 
therads a spare animal along it can have 
the/rest without delaying the party, 
y” In starting out great care shduld he 
^raken to have all perishable articles put up 
strongly and well, protected from «the wet. 
Every package should be examined to see 
that It Is all right, and,cart covers should be 
made large of The best 8 oz. duck, and kept 
securely fastened, ns Jt Is too late to beglp 
fastening them down whea the .rain , 1 s once 
on Especially should they be made snug 
every night. 
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WHAT TO DO W^KHHEBE. 

We will now suppose our Immigrant to 
iavo arrived here, and to be ready' to seek 
>ut a locution for himself. The first thing 
,o do, If he ha£ brought his family with 
llrn, Is to cjioose a suitable camping place 
ind make things comfortable for them, 
vhlle lre Is engaged In seleclltffpa farm. 

Phis done, he can either travel about exam¬ 
ining the country for himself, or better, he 
tnay, after consultation with some of those 
prho have preceded him, engage some one to 

t Lccorapany him and potntout those sections 
^pst suited to his taste, for there can be 
und places In this district to meet, the 
ants of any one, let him be never so fasti¬ 
dious. Having selected his elaim, the next 
top to take Is to ascertain Its limits. This 
[{strict has not yet been subdivided, but 
ome base lines have been run,. and outlln- 
ng parties are even.,now taking, the field, 1 
md will be followed very shortly by subdi- 
rjders'. Should he pitch upon a piece .Of 
and which Is already suiveyed-there is no 
mmedlate ndcefrlty of anything further 
ielng done, as'the r ilne'iriftUi^^doWn by the 

urveyors will be a sufficient gulde^to hjm 
o guarantee bis improvements falling tijon 
he desired quarter-section, unlesshesho'ttld 
Hsh to'go very extensively' into lmpr6^d~? 
hentsi when It would perhaps be a4 ijwU 't’o 
mVe the remainder of his boundaries „ 

ately defined.' But should the sub-divider^ 
u>t have been over the neighborhood of his 

1 t » 

‘ - 1 
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location, It behooves him, boforo making 
any valuable Improvements, to omploy a 
a surveyor to fix his linos, as it would bo 
embarrassing, to say the least, to And a 
township corner o>* even a section post In 
the mlddlo of his gruln field* To do tills 
will not cost much, as tho surveyor will run 
the lines, tho seltler supplying tho help, 
merely charging for his time. The base 
linos afford starting points, and the boun- 
, darles can bo located as definitely as the sub- 
dlvldois themselves can do them. Borne 
people prefer to run their own lines with a 
pocket compass, but they will And it will 
pay them better In the end to have an In- 
stnunental survey made by a practical and 
experienced surveyor. His boundaries once 
located, the Immigrant la In a position to 
proceed with his improvements. The nature 
of bis first work In this direction must be 
governed by the season of the year, and 
other circumstances surrounding the case. 
If In the spring he can break and sow, If In 
June he can break for the next season, or If 
later he can cut his hay and get out -house 
timber and fence rails. In short, It will be 
seen that at whatever season of the year he 
may settle, there Is ample and suitable work ! 
to keep him employed. ; 

The land in this district being still unsur¬ 
veyed, there is no land office established, . 
and no means afiorded of entering up home- - 
steads, but claims can be held by actual | 
'residence and cultivation, and the settler la * 
advance of surveys Is granted three months' ;; 
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grace after tho completion of survey and 
the placing of tho hmd upon market to coni' 
nlfoto his entry. The subdividing surveyor 
Is authorized and empowered to take tho 
declarations of all persons .whom he may 
find in occupation at the time of survey, 
wlileh declarations sot forth the duration of 
aotuul residence and tho extent of land cul- 
tluated. Tho land act provldos for cases 
where tho lmprovomonts of two or more 
Bottlers aro found to fall within the limits of 
one quarter-section, but those Instances are 
generally if not always attended with mqro 
or less Ill-feeling between ^the contending 
parties, all of which might have been avoid- 
led; as previously recommended, by the out¬ 
lay of tho small amount required to <havo 
the lines accurately and properly defined. 
Measures are also provided for ttfq protec¬ 
tion of settlers In advance of survey who 
may be found to be upon odd-mlmbered 
sections, or Hudson’s Bay Company or 
school lands, but it 1 b Indispensable that 
such lands should have been settled upon 
In good faith and previous to Burvey. It 
Is needless to go Into the details of the land 
regulations In the limited space at our dis¬ 
posal, as they have already beoome so wide? 
ly known and thoroughly understood by 
continuous advertising and prolonged dis¬ 
cussion in the presg. Suffice it to say, how¬ 
ever, that the absence of survey need be no 
hindrance to the incoming settler, as the 
provisions of the land act and the regula¬ 
tions are such as to guarantee him in the 
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possession of his holdings. A good motto 
for the projector to keep In view 1 b the 
homely old spying, " First come, first 
sorred,” and If any postpone coming until 
the choicest of the lands aro settled dpon, 
they need only blitmo themselves. 

BOIL. 

It is against the soil of the Battle Itlver 
Valley that Its detractors havo mainly dl- 
rooted their artillery, and for this reason 
among others, more than ordinary atten¬ 
tion will bo puld to it. It has already ^been 
mentioned that the town of Bgttlcford Is 
situated on the Battle River a very short 
distance above Its confluence with the North 
Saskatchewan; and in Its immediate locali¬ 
ty, as at every Junction of two streams In 
the entire prairie region, the soil Is lighter 
than that of the surrounding country? but, 
as In nearly, every Instance, this lightness of 
soil only extends a short distance above the j 
confluence. To (hose who delight in speak¬ 
ing of the “ sand hills of Battleford,” and la , 
crying down its suitability as an agricultu¬ 
ral district, we would address the question, 

“ If the soli is so worthless as -you ymuld 
“ have the public believe, how U it that 
“ there is not a single location within several 
“ miles of the towp every direction that is 
“ not settled upon, and in almost every In-"' 
“ stance brought, under cultivation ?” Such 
Is the cdse, however- That section whiph Is 
Adjusted K bp the poorest of the putyre Jdjs- r 
trlotr-the. (tongue pf land between the ^vpr* \> 
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f-ls all taken up for a considerable distance 

f rom the town, while radiating from the '• 
amo eontro settlement spreads out to every 
mint of tho compass- Thero aro those who 
lontend that a light soil In these northern 
atltudes Is a greater advantage than tho 
leh vegetable . mould to be found In this as 
a other districts, and of which their res!- 
onts aro so pr<?ud, while others again pro- 
ir the richer soil to sandy loam. Either 
ass oan be gratified to the top of their bent 
i this district. For a few mllds up the 
attic Rlvor tho soli Is a sandy loam upon a 
ay subsoil, while farther up tho river, 
uth and south-east through tha Eagle, 
ills and north of tho Saskatchewan to the 
rest, stretches a tract of country which for 
•oduotlveness and richness cannot bo 
taten anywhero. A writer In an eastern 
t£er In describing the North-West fihys : 

“ West of the Coteau de Missouri to 
e base of the Rooky Mountains Is 
e Third Prairie Steppe. This coceau or 
earpment crosses the boundary in longi- 
do one hundred and three degrees, thirty 
Inutos west, and running north-westerly 
oomes the Eagle Hills about fifty mllda to 
e East of Battleford. The elevation of the 
Ird prairie steppe ranges from ?,000feetoh 
e east to 4,200 feet at the foot of the Rocky 
>untalns. Its average altitude IS about 

( foefc. Its breadth on the forty-ninth 
dlel is 405 miles, and Its area about 130,- 
nlle*, of which 114,000 square miles ,aro 
ost entirely devoid of forest. In the 
hern part of this great elevated plain, a 
r small proportion of the land Is fit for 
ling purposes. f * 

i may be seen from the above quotation 
Battle River Dlstrlot forms the north- 
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eastern portion of the Third Pralrio Bteppe,^ 
and InoludOH a largo area of magnificent* 
farming land, well timbered and watered, 
and affording a most’doslruble flfclu for set¬ 
tlement. Ab to the light soil, the following 
opinion of an export is worthy of oonsldora-. 
tlon. The writer* who In a Dominion Topo¬ 
graphical Surveyor ol experlonco, Bpeakn 
from personal observation* havlng iravelled 
ovor the country last fleason. He Bays; 

“ III wire asked where and what I con- 
nldered the best land I met/in. my wander¬ 
ings I should ohooto Batttoford, sltuatod on 
the North Saskatchewan 1 , at Its Junction - 
with the Battle Hlver, possessing In its 
neighborhood unlimited wood, and above 
nil that, class of soil which I consider best 
adapted to the Norlk-Wedtern climato, viz.: 
a light sandy loam. L am poifectly aware 
that the craze is for heaVy black loams, 
sometimes largely mixed with clay : this I 
think is a mistake, ns in,the spring It Is not 4 
so readily heated by the sun’s rays, and as a i 
consequence it remains Unfit for ploughing ’ 
or seeding long after the lightor soils ; then 
It remains moist so long that the orops loon- * 

, tinue growing Into that season when they 
Should be ripening, and often get caught by 
the frost. Take the light sandy loam of 
Bafileford and ‘ the evidence Is that It is 
quite sufficiently moist for growing pur- 
poses—chiefly attributable to the retention 
of the moisturb by the clay subsoil—and can 
be worked from oneJO‘two weeks earlier In * 
the spring than the heavier soils, and at 
Bvttleford the'erops have not been nlpped> 
by the frost since farming operations first 
began there, some twelve years ago I think*" 

f 

In Prof. Macoun’s report of bis explore- ' 
tlons'for 1879 we find the following passages j 
concerning Battleford and the surroundlni s 
country i ^ j 
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, ■“ Tho polioo farm, situated on tho point of 
land between Battle River and tho Saskat-. 
chewan, la a sandy alluvium and appears to ' 
be very dry ana barren, but it oortalnly has 
produoed good crops this year. Threo 
months agoJt was barren prairie, now oats, 

„ barley, pota ro ee j sand turnips are growing 
luxuriantly. In tu© garden, also broken up 
this spring, are cabbages, cauliflowers ana 
other vegetables of the ohoioest.descrlptlon. 
Timothy and clover had been sown to form 
a grass plot, and these were now. In flowor 
and gave promise of producing abundance 
of seed. Tho Governor's farm, situated on 
the hills to tho, east of 'his residence, was 
also visited.] Horo the soil, outside.,the 
fonco. was covered with the short pralrio 
sward Indicative of dryness, and which 
would, have been pronounced as unfit far 
cultivation by most people, yet within ? tho 
fence were excellent oats, middling {barley, 

■ short In tho ear, but And grain, ,and'first- 
class whQat, the, latter stanaingthlok on,(ho 
ground, nearly nve feet high. apd, with cor¬ 
respondingly Jong ears, nearly rfpe. 44 „ . „ 
These are not the only good opinions ex¬ 
pressed of the Battle River,District,, but will 
serve as Indicators of ihq .suitability pf itfco 
country for farming. Many similar quota¬ 
tions are ft vallate, but the ljfaitqd at 

our disposal prevents their reprqduol 3on ( ,at 
I the present moment The -following .ex¬ 
tract, from, a letter written - by, (J &’ ( settler,, In 
-tfce Eagle Hills Is, however, deserving of a 
place: 

. “ Of fhe.attraotlbns whlokthe Battle Klver 
district hold Out, to the agricultures t r put 
little peed be added to what.,hhs, already 
been written IP the S AskatCecb w Arr i 
ald, and the.English, Scotch, and Canadian 
papers.. It la now. evident thati the mythi¬ 
cal sands of Battlefordhave Ceased to .exist, 
except in the imagination of a credulous 
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v few, -who, I fancy, belong to that class from 
which the mulo claims parontago, and to 
attempt to dispel their llluMon would be a 
labor fn comparison with which the ascent 
from Avornus would be but a trifle, and 
which ought rather to bo ,permitted to ro- 
muin, for wuch persons generally.vegetate 
like parasites on the exertions and Intellects 
of others, and are unWolcomo ovorywhero* 

" Llko the roputod sarnlu of othor places, 
those uro likely to kecomo the bent adver¬ 
tisement that the place could possibly havo 
had, and will possibly horoaftor oreato us 
much merriment In Battloford as Mr. Proc¬ 
tor Knott’s ‘ Freezing cyclones of tho bleak 
North-West which hurlod everything be¬ 
neath tho eddying sands of the St, Croix 
river 1 produced in Duluth. 

*' I must confess that I am most aggres¬ 
sive In my feelings towards a class that de¬ 
liberately makos use of falsehood from mo¬ 
tives'of personal aggrandlzomentto induce 
Immigrants to settle in localities In whloh 
the successful culture Of land, or its adapta- - 
oillty for purposes of agriculture, assumes ! 
whon brought face to face with It the pro- * 
portions pr an unsolv&ble problem. No 
sadder plo'ture can be contemplated than 
that of ibe misery and despair of the new 
settlor who discovers when too late that ho. 
has been the dupe of the speculator, and 
who aftet~ years 7 of toll has ta hopelessly 
abandons* task which he can never make 
remunerative^ 

“ Happily no such shifts are necessary to 
lnduoe immigration hither, and happily, 
too, tho interests of Incoming settlers are 
Identical with those of' the at present far 
toor'small population of this section. There 
Is no reason,/lhorelore. why, anything 
should be sale or written that would deviate / 
from the djfeot path of veracity iri order to 
ittduca^gttlement In the Battle River Val- ’ 
ley. • Perhaps almost enough has been done 
already for the Incoming settler to turn to-> 

‘ wards Battleford, aud io do so because he «? 
ounnot better himself else where, at least in 
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such portions of tho Torrltorlos over which 
Hiavo travailed to the south, the oast anil 
tlin west, anil which aro far largor In extent 
than tbo domains of tho Kaiser Wilhelm 
and all his Germanic palatlnatoH. A largo 
Immigration may bo confidently Anticipa¬ 
ted, which, I bellovc, nothing can .retard, 
but to creato permanent, settlement ltought 
to bo gradual, so as to a void the unpleasant 
mm plications which at present are taking 
l»laco and dally accumulating olsewhoro by 
tho augmentation of settlement on unsnr- 
voyed lands." 


CLIMATE. 

Tho following Interesting notos on tho cli¬ 
mate of tho Tiattlo Klver Valley havo boon 
kindly furbished by Mr. John 8. Macdonald, 
Dominion Meteorological Observer at Bat- 
tleforcf; 

Among tbo many advantages claimed by 
the peoplo of the North-West for their eoun-' 
try Is that of a healthy and^jigrecable-cll- 
mate.- This ls_ J £apflclaMy r tn Battle 

Klver Valley. It must bo adjn.ltt.ed thattjie 
winters are long, and tho temperature, par¬ 
ticularly In the early part of tho season, 
very lowj bijt In compensation for this tho 
atmosphero Is clear, dry and bracing; a 
storm of wind IS in exceptional event; and 
tho depth of snow Seldom exceeds an ave- 
rago of six Inches. Tho first snowfaihusUtid- 
ly occurs betweon tbe-lOth'afid 15th*of No¬ 
vember and remains during tho seasonr" 
winter" thaws being very rare. Front thre, 
l5th Docomber to the 16th January Is gene¬ 
rally- the coldest period of the yea£ the 
thermometer ^ranging from ten toflrfl^de 
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groes below zoro, although the latter figure 
1 r Roldom readied, mcloorologleal records 
showing that It has not boon touched in 
tho Rattlo River Valley for several years. 
But tho number of dogroos of cold is no cri¬ 
terion when comparison Is instituted be¬ 
tween this* and tho other provinces ofCaba*; 
^ da. In tho North-West thetemperatpre is 
' so dry that when Ujero. ls„no wJn‘d—as is 
. generally the caso-tweity dogroos below 
ssero is not sufficient to cause discomfort, 
v People who hate never lived in this "country 
cannot roadlly comprehend how fiuoh a dif¬ 
ference can exist; butoxlst It d6es, as is 
vouched for by everyone having a personal 
knowledge of the North-West. .After y tho 
middle of January tho sun begins to assort 
Itself; each day Its rays become more pow¬ 
erful ; there Is soldom a cloud in the sky ; 
and altogether this if} one of tho most de¬ 
lightful seasons of the year. As tho seatfon 
advances the influence of tho u Chinook 
wind Is felbin tho Interior. ThUwInd blow¬ 
ing from tho south-west possesses the pecu- 
liar.property of melting the snow ond~at the 
same trme carrying tho water offln the form 
■> of vapor. By some it Is supposed to come 
from the Pacific through the various v pdsses 
of the Rocky Mountains, while others con¬ 
tend that it has its origin in the warm 
waters of the Gulf of Mexico, making a cir¬ 
cuit along thoepstern side of the mountains. 
The former view is probably-correct, similar 
winds being common tn^BritietfColumbla. 
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"While It Is particularly claimed that this 
..Is a grain-producing- country, experience 
has shown that the ollmato 1 b also peculiar¬ 
ly adapted for slock purposes. NatlVo 
horses turned out In tha fat 1 among tho hills, 
and bluffs are found In tho spring fat and 
In good condition for the summer's work. 
Canadian horses which have been In tho 
country for, ono or two years do equally 
well. - For cattlo It Is necessary to put up a 
| cortaln quantity Qf liny, to be fed In tho 
. event of heavy snow storms—a Contingency 
which seldom arises. Altogether the winter 
I season, though sometimes extremely cold, 

| IS pleasant and decidedly healthy. Lung 
I diseases and rheumatism are almost un- 
i known, and more coughing will be heard In 
one day ln’the EaBtorn Provinces than In' a 
^ year In the North-West,. 

The snow disappears about the 1st of April, 
and ploughing begins a week or two later. 
This, however, varies considerably, ln“some 
, Bcasons ploughing have been done In March, 
while in others April has been well advanc¬ 
ed before operations could bo begun. Im¬ 
mediately the frost leave's tho groued vege¬ 
tation progresses.at a marvellously rapid 
rate. As Jf by magic the trees that but yes¬ 
terday wore^ brown and naked barst into 
life, and hillside, plain and valley are cloth¬ 
ed iin robes of purest green. ' 

, Seeding is generally completed In the Bat- 
•lle River Valley, by the twentieth of May. 
From this date until the middle of June 
occurs the heaviest rainfall of the year; In 
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fact tjiora Ik but llttlo rnIn alter that time 
with Uio exception of an oecnniomv| tliundor- 
Nhowor. 

The months of July and August arc very 
warm, tho thorraomotcr NomollmoH rUIng 
tolOO dugrooH In tho shade. Tho nights, 
however, are so cool an to render a pair of 
blankets a grateful coveilng. 

Wild liny matures pboul the middle of 
Tuly, and Is cut from tlmt Unto until the 
frost sots in during October. Barloy rlponfl 
about the third week In August, and nuts 
and wheat about a week later. From tho 
middle ol August till thread of Ootoqer 1 h a 
perpetual Indian Summer. Thl« may ho 
best instanced by the fact that dmlng tho 
harvest of lfi82, which lastod over a month, 
there was but one rainstorm, and this not 
so heavy as to stop work. As a rule a large 
amount of fall ploughing is dono yearly, 
thus grgatly facilitating tho work of tho fol¬ 
lowing spring. Up to.the present timo grain 
has never been injured by frosts In tho Bat¬ 
tle River Valley, although settlements to 
tho east and west have suffered at different 
times. The reason assigned is that Battle- 
ford lies in the centre of tlta prairie 
region, and is only about fltcon hundred 
feet abovo sea level, and consequently, hav¬ 
ing less rain, Is less liablo to froBts. 

In conclusion, let no one be deterred from 
coming to the Battle River Valley because 
of tho climate. In other articles it has been 
shown that wo possess in abundance wood, 
water, and avast area of fertile soil. When 
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to thlajs.nddod tho !nttrnctlons of tho cli¬ 
mate, It la evident tlmt tho Intending Immi¬ 
grant cannot do hotter than take up his 
abode among us. Lot him come, seo and bo 
convinced. 

MISCEIiLLANEOTTB, 

There arc several points which merit no¬ 
tice In thesopagos, but pro88U.ro upon our 
space prohibits other than a brief mention, 
but ns they are of too great* importance to 
bo passed over entirely, a fow remarks on 
each will bo Introduced hero. 

Wator Is a thing which need trouble no 
on*, as tho supply ovorywhere is abundant, 
whllo the quality Is excellent. 'The Battlo 
and Saskatchewan Rivers aro streams of 
good water, and settlersSulong their banks 
will never have cause to complain of a lack 
of that useful article, while numerous 
creeks of various sizos are to bo found. Liv¬ 
ing springs are* abundant everywhere, and 
to a Remarkable extent among tho Eagle 
Hills.' Back from the rivers are numerous 
small lakes of fresh water, and tho sinking 
of wells Is ovorywhere attended with suc¬ 
cess. 

Timber for building purposes-, is plentiful, 
especially along tho banks of the river, and 
through the,hills, while fencing 1 b to found 
everywhere, and in praotlcally* Inexhausti¬ 
ble quantities. Messrs. Coleridge & Co. have 
secured a valuable timber limit on Turtle 
Lake, north-west of Battleford, and have 
had men In the woods all winter getting out 
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\togs. Tho machinery for the mill, with all 
t^ho necessary attachmonts for tho inanu- 
facturo of lumber, .lath and shingles, Is 
already on Its way to this place, thus 
aflordlng greater conveniences In tho way|of 
building to tho newcomer. Tho mill will be 
situated at the month of tho Turtlo River, 
eighteen miles up tho Saskatchewan from 
Bnttloford. Pending survey, duos havo to 
bo paid upbn all timber cut, but actual set¬ 
tlors nto entitled to a permit to out eighteen 
hundred feet of building timber, four hun¬ 
dred roof poles for thatched roofs, two thou- 
sand rails and tw.enty-flve cords of wood for 
tho nominal fee of fifty cents, which is not a 
very heavy tax. 

Wood for fuel Is also easy to bo had and in 
large quantities, tho most common variety 
being poplar, which burns well. Although 
tho supply Is by no means Inexhaustible, 
there is sufficient for a large settlement for 
many years to come, by which time the coal 
trade will bo fully developed. Even now 
this useful article can be obtained at Ed¬ 
monton at very reasonable prices,«md' can 
be brought down tho Saskatchewan either 
by flatboat or steamer at a comparatively, 
trifling cost. That coal, exists within the 
limits of our own district is a well establish¬ 
ed,fact, but tho lack of transportation facili¬ 
ties prevents Its Immediate development. 
Coal crops out In many places along thp 
banks of the Saskatchewan and Battle 
Rivers and their tributaries, a circumstance 
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which goes a lontf way to confirm the fol¬ 
lowing extract from Mr. SandfOrd Fleming's’ 

' rcporffoV 1874': 

\ “ Mr. Selwyn has formed a theory, which. 
v if confirmed by actual discoveries, will 
' prove of Incalculable benefit. Hisoxninlna- 
tlQiiK convoy the Impression that the coal* 
beaVlng rofcks pass with their associated 
eba^ seams and Iron ores boneath the clays 
\ ‘ which are observed In ‘the vicinity of Fort 
Pitt and the Elbow, and It may be that by 
borlnfr alorig the river valloy would reveal 
workable seisms of coal at such a limited 
depth beneath the'surface as would render 
them available, even as low down as Carl¬ 
ton. 1 ” \ \/ 

Flour Can be purchased het*e for from $7 to 
$8 for Prince Albert, and from $10 to $11 ibf 
Winnipeg patent process, but these prices 
are practically at an end, as Messrs. Cole- ’ 
ridge & Co are^rlpging In a two-run grist 
mill, which they Vontihnplate having in tun¬ 
ning order in tlhie x to grind this season's, 
crop. In addition to N this mill, which. Is to 
located at the mouth of Turtle River, tljp 
citizens of Battlefoedhave offered a bonus 
oi $1,GOO for the establishment of a fnill at or 
near the town, andnegotlatlohs are already 
In progress. \ 

Of gazbe but little need be said, as this dis- 
trlct.does not differ matenaljWrom thojresl 
of the Territories in this respccl* Elk, 
moose, cariboo,*red deer, black-thlleft dier, 
antelope,’ bladk ^nd einnambn b^a***» aW nfl 
t6 be obtained^'.^lie. of the fur-bekring'sp^ 1 - 
cles,'beaver’’ftW plentiful.. \jVblV6ii; 
tfoxes, Otter, rhibli, marten and muskrats 
fere all old residents. The Ifstof-rt&thpred 
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game is a long ono, and Includos swan*, 
Wavlos, geese, ducks (mallard, pintail,.groy, 
toal r can.vftfla'back, spoon-bill and uumerous'. 
others), crahes, plover, snipe,' curlew, prai¬ 
rie ohlckens\(flhnrp-tnUcd'grouse),. partridge- 
and grouse of many kinds, pigeons, o and 
many other ^krleUes. Prof. Matiplin ar¬ 
ranges the birds of the Territories under ten 
orders, ■ whlotyViird divided Into forly-One 
families, one huridrod and forty-six genera, - 
and two -hundred and thlrty-flvo species.. 
Fish are'found \ln great numbers In our 
rivers and lakes, principal among which 
are wtfltoflsh, sturgeon, goldoyes and Jack- 
flsh. . I i ^ . 


There are at presint only t*ro storos here, 
those of the Hudson's Bayl"Company and 
Messrs. A. MoDonald A Co., but prices are 

■ very reasonable,when compared with those 
ruling in other settlements. | 

A stipendiary magistrate resides In the 
dlstrlot, and<regular sittings of the court are 
held In Battleford. ’ ^ 

The,district is, as yet unrepresented In the 
North-West Council, but It wih be entitled 
to a member as soon as It has a population. 

\ of on^thousand adults, exclusive of aliens 
Vand unenfranchised Indians, a period which 
'is rapidly approaching. \ \ 

■ The Chureh of England and Homan > Cath¬ 

olic Church have already established mls- 
slops here, and the Presbyterian annMetho- 
dist churchos have decided to send ministers 
during the comlog.eummer. \, _ 
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Tho mall sorVloo Is at present only oneo In' 
tbroe woekfl/tbo trip from Winnipeg taking 
from nine to oloven days, but a weekly mall 
has boon promised for somo time, And. Is 
momentarily looked for.. , , 

'The Government maintains and operates 
a telegraph lino between Edhiohton and 
Humboldt, passing through Battleford, land 
a branch from Humboldt to* Troy, on the 
line Of the Canadian Pacific Railway, Is un¬ 
der contract to be completed by tho first of 
May,which will bring us Into connection 
with tpo telegraphic system of Canada and 
the United States, 

THE EAGLE HILLS. 

If the lai Id Immediately surrounding Bat¬ 
tleford wore-,useless ;*lf therewere not a 
tract of invaluable country lying between 
tho two rivers, and \t that great lone land 
of untold Vlchnoss did - not stretch away 
northward from tho Saskatchewan, slope; 
tho Eagle Hills, alone, lying to tbs south¬ 
ward with an easterly and westerly course, 
would In a brief period secure to this district 
a large farming population. These hills may 
be termed the Devon of the North-West. 
The productiveness of the sbifis unrivalled. 
They are fed by hundreds of rivulets. Their 
wooded and lake scqnery, varying with 
every season, Is always of unchanged beau¬ 
ty. Bounteous rains and nightly dews stim¬ 
ulate all growth. In the most sultry days 
refreshing breezes sweep through’ the open¬ 
ings, and when the fierce winds of wtntet 
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rundor rffe almost unbearable on the plains, 
there the numberless poplar bluffs protect 
and uholtor ullko the settlor and the travel¬ 
ler from tliulr rigor. It In impossible to de¬ 
termine the resources o 1 this wondorful soil, 
lor but few settlers havo yot found their 
way thither, and thoso Who bayo settled 
there cun form but a faint Idea of its inex¬ 
haustible wealth, as tljo residence of none 
extends farther back than three years. The 
soil la a rich black mould, similar to that 
scon op the surface of all forest lands. Hero, 
however, His found to a dopth varying from 
eighteen to twonty-four Inches, which Is 1 
not at all extraordinary when It Is remem¬ 
bered that the yearly deposits of decayed 
loUago and other vegetable matter have 
beep accumulating during unknown years. 
In making excavations for cellars or wells 
no sand has yet boon discovered. The rich 
yellow subsoil Is found to a depth of seven 
feet. But few stones are vlslblo, and those 
that are will generally be found on the sur¬ 
face of the moro elevated land. Huge alve¬ 
olate boulders (a proof of their antiquity) 
are noticeable at almost regular Intervals 
v along-tfhc border of the great plain lying to 
the south, forming a well marked boundary 
llnebetwoen it and these hills, Of gravelly 
l^p4$%ere is none, but marsh lands are 
plentiful and are the natural hay grounds 
of the country. ’ ► ^ 

The ordinary method of tillage adopted In 
this portion of the North-West by settlers 
cojttPXGQClog operations, Is .either to turn 
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tho sod over In tho spring to a depth of 
about threo Inches and harrow woll before 
sowing, or to break. Lhn land In Juno or July 
and backset Jii tlie autumn of the samoyoar 
or In the following spring. Doth possess 
advantages; foi 1 In the former cuso the crop 
Juono yoar In advanoe, and In the latter It 
IS doubled. A plan to obvlato the disadvan¬ 
tage of both methods would bo to run & light 
plough, drawn by a single ox or horso, be¬ 
tween the furrows after tho sod has been 
turnod over, and to throw up a couple of 
more Inches of the soli. By this means the 
seed will find ample food to stimulate rapid 
growth, and an Increase of twenty-five or 
thirty per cent. In tho yield will.araply re¬ 
pay the extra labor. 

The few crops already gathered lu have 
been sown on the sod. Grain thus sowed 
has given a yield so abnormally great but 
little doubt can be entertained thatextra- 
ordlnally large crops will'bo secured from 
subsequent sowing. On tho sod'oats have 
yielded flfteon bushels for one sowed, and 
wheat about the same. Barley has not_ yet 
been fairly tested. It may therefore be bbTo- 
ly conjectured that when the land has been 
properly cultivated, a result of thirty-bush¬ 
els of oats and of twenty of wheat from one 
sowed may bo anticipated. The aggregate 
yield In tho States from pno bushel of wheat 
Is, in round numbers, about ten bushels. 
These figures would do moVo towards In¬ 
creasing Immigration to the.North-West,’ 
were they as widely circulated, thap nine- 
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tonths of tho unutterably vague and proton- 
tlous pamphlets wMoh stream from the 
offices of government printers by the mil- 
wlion. 

The gardener will And the* soil In ovory 
rospeot suitable for tho successful culture of 
vegetables. Even the most delicate plants 
have woatherod' several seusons, such as 
tomatoes, celery, melons and cuoumbors ,* 
tho latter two Attaining formidable size. 
Tho land lying under tho shade of the poplar 
bluflk 1« particularly adapted for tljo cultiva¬ 
tion of these plants, without any artificial 
protection from the sun by day,or the cool air 
that makes the night so pleasant to the 
weary laborer. Tho largor vegetables sue-’ 
ceoded so well that frequently they have 
attained almost rtrboresoont growth* Roots 
of all kinds, potatoes and onions especially, 
thrive lustily Id this generous soil. ^ 

The dendrologist would turn awa^Mn dis¬ 
gust from v tho scanty specimens of timber 
found In this region. The prolific poplar, 
tho homely cottonwood and* the valbable 
birch, with a few others of scrub growth, 
complete the catalogue. But If few In' vari¬ 
ety, Buch-as they are, they will meet all the 
requirements of the present generation and 
several succeeding ones, If the millennium da 
not intervene. '• 

Fall frosts are harmless and scarcely per¬ 
ceptible till October. Mosquitoes and flies 
are plentiful enough, but the Constant sum¬ 
mer winds drive them for shelter to v the 
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i bush, Thu mosquito proiors the moisturo of 
the swamps to tho broozos of tho hills. 

These hills arc a to tho sporlft- 

mau r .. Durlug theseason thoUBamls of ponds 
are covered with every variety of wild duck. 
Geoso, wavys and swans in the larger lakes. 
Prairie fowl arohnd every blull'. Partrldgos 
in all tho largo timber. Tens of thousands 
of rabbits feed on tho wild vetches. Tho 
cqypto and rod and kit foxes aro heard 
nightly on their prowls. The cinnamon 
and^black bear were seen last season eight 
mil os from Battleford, and the smaller 
furred animals ure nuiuborioss. Wild ber¬ 
ries, too, grow ungathered on every side, 
and thu bright tints of lovely flowers cover 
like a'brllllant carpet the vivid vordure. 

,There exists little doubt that various min¬ 
erals abound, but nothing positive will be 
known on this subject until thorough re¬ 
searches shall have been made by practical 
mineralogists. Iron.ore is found In abun¬ 
dance,'and to the experienced miner there is 
a good field for a few months* prospecting, 
as some who tried It a few years ago found 
• flue gold in many places, and rich specimens 
of quarts are in possession of tho Indians 
whose reserves are In the hills, and who 
claim that they were found In this locality; 
but no information can be obtained from 
them ,£b ta-the spot the specimens were 
taken from. 

It may bo worth adding that thehygoienic 
character of this locality will attract early 
notice. Thero could be a resort-no better 
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calculated to Impart health. In addition ■ 
tho bracing atmosphere and mild winter*/* 
thoro aro variol.loH of mineral- watSis. TIjobo 
who have drunk of Urn sulphur springs of' 
Until, will rocognlr.o tho nauseous Hindi and 
taHto of similar waters In those hills. There 
aro also numoroiiH springs and streams bo 
strongly Impregnated with Iron Hint any- 
MilriK Mirpwn info them will, Inono month, 
bo found encrusted with n thick fonTiglhous 
deposit Hnd 11 h weight Incrchsed {enfold,. 

Tho attractive features of thin portion of 
the Territories cannot fall to at onco arrest 
tho attontlon ,of tho traveller, Its varied 
Hooncry and uniform beauty Ih never marred 
by Intervals of sterile soil bereft of vogofca- 
tlon. Travol whither yon will, a succession 
of rolling plains—sometimes roHtrlctod In 
extent, sometimes covering a largo acreage 
—and tlinticr-covorod acclivities, lightened 
by the gllBtontng watorH of numberless min? 
Inturo lakes, moot tho eye. The rolling 
nature of thetso plains Ib a happy provision 
for’ tho farmer. It possesses. a natural 
moans of drainage that no artificial system 
could excel. Tho reservoirs of tho supei fiu- 
ous waters of the first spring month aro tho 
^lowest lylhg grounds.' Thorp the waters 
accumulate till they attain almost lacuAtral 
magnitude. Thefie lakes*generally-dlsappear’ 
IP the month of July and are replaced by 
Holds of high waving green grass.- These aro 
tho settler’s hay grounds, Let him run his 
ftiowcr through the grass and every acre 
will ylcda from three to lour tdns of jiay, at 
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which nplthor Cattle nor Iioth/jh will (urn up 
their noses. - ' 

Tho ollmuto ill Horn totally from what. Is 
\iMmlly^m^ardcd iih pooullurly belonging to 
t ho North-West. Tho oloyntlon of these 
hills and thnlr wooded eminence* somh~to 
gather round thorn all tho ratrtolonU* hovor- 
Ingovcrtho adjacent plains, Tho sliowore 
aro frequent butorshortdurUtinn.lfotwoen 
tho sbowor* tho nun bursts forth with won-- 
ttorful powornnd loaves no drop of moisture 
visible. Tho extromc heat- of summer In 
temporal by refreshing winds, and Ijounto- 
ouh down Induce rapid vegetation. The au¬ 
tumn I.h tho most bonlghuntof all tho sea¬ 
sons, That mordacloiifi pent, the mosquito, 
no longer seeks to occupy your attention. 
Tho cool pleasant nights give per foot ropoRir. 
Tho season becomes an Bnglltli riummor, 
and the Immlgrant RoUlormny well Imagine 
himself back again In hi* Old Country home. 
The rigor of tho Winter’* cold does not ex¬ 
empt oven this favored spot from Its severi¬ 
ty; but tho sheltering woods deprive It of all 
Its torrors--tho high* winds.' ^hen the ' 
thermometer registers sixty degrees of frost . 
in calm Weather thcwooh chopper works 
In hU shirtsleeves,' With forty degrees of 
frost and a tirisk wind the travellbr isgldd 
to add overcoat and raiiflfe'r to hlwordfrtary 
attire. Tho exolaslveness of these bills from 
.the evils Of the bllcgard is sufficient induce- 
, mont to an old stager In the country to seek 
there for J what j-fta Yankees call a lota* 
tlon." , The newcomer will not .be longjbe-' 
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fore experience will fo/ieh,him how advis¬ 
able It In to settle Whore similar shelter can 
bo found. Heavy mists often ascend and 
1 cQvor,' like a soml-transparent veil, the sur-' 
rounding country. Those, In winter, appear 
Only on very cold and rcJouded days f while 
they aro r In spring, the harbingers of almost 
tropical heat. Thoy produco extraordinary 
* and very beautiful phenomena. From the 
liolghts, the plain lying between Battleford 
✓and the hills appears as a vast shadowy 
lake, Into which thosurroundlnghills sboot 
out like ghostly headlands In a" phantom 
sea, growing fainter In outline ns the mists 
thicken. While the sun is struggling through 
t.lni iieavy cumali the mists opon and ex¬ 
pand, bringing'to view Innumerable float¬ 
ing Islands. The sun at lafct forces himself 
through the murky atmosphere and a sea of, 
azure, In which a thousand tremulous rain¬ 
bows dance, relieves the e^o. This,, too,\ 
gives place In time to " the "natural /plain 
_ clothed,,in Its winter garb, of virgin 
purity and transmitting back a thousand 
' sparkling reflections frpm the fire of an un-. 
clotidedsun.,’ The awful quiet of the scene 
adds tq, its grandeur, and _ those who havo 
witnessed these marvels of a North-West 
winter’s day will always recal vividly to 
memory their wonderful beauty. ' r 

t - TO THE SOUTH-VEST. : 

The following extracts from The Heuai.6 

afford a good sketch of the country lying 

■»' ' * 
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up the Valley on the south aide of Battle 
itlvur: * 

“Our first trip was through tho section 
lylng iM-tweou the river and the Eagle Hills, 
west ol the middle trull. Sti Iking a south¬ 
westerly courso at the foot of tho Big Hill, 
tho first hnlf-dny’H Journey took us over u 
goutly undulating tract of rich land, cover¬ 
ed with a luxuriant growth of vegetation 
that' In many places reached up to the 
horses’ aides. Tho level plateaus between 
tho valleys varied In extent from a few hun¬ 
dred acres to some miles in area, and only 
broken here, mid there by blulls of small 
timber suitable for fencing: while to the 
halt tho vision was bounded by a rich green 
soolt ol heavy timber on tho slope or the 
Eagle Hills, While fencing, fuel and build-' 
Ing timber are not to be fount^ on.every lot; 
there is enough ol every kind scattered $ver 
the country, to make it easy of access to the 
settler. .> * 

Between the undulations of the plains, 
and nestling at tho foot of the hills, are nu* 

. moroua lukes—Hoi^e tainted with alkali but 
others of the purest water—along Whose 
shores and op the watercourses Bowing to 
and from them, unlimited quantities ol buy 
can be procured. Spring are numerous, and 
water has always been found by nigging. 

. “ Tho sinking sun warned us that It was 
time to sock a-camp, and knowing that tho. 
farms of Mr. Prongua and Mr. Uopsill could 
not bo far away we sought them out. Tho 
first intimation wo had of,having' /oupd «■ 
the place was running against a field of 
* grain growing On the plains, Without a fence 
or other protection. . .. Nearly ten 

years in tho country, engaged in various 
pursuits and familiar with every corner of 
It, their selection w&b not -hastily made. 
Chief among the advantages that led them 
to settle here wrb the well established fact' 
that taking ono'year with another they can * 
depend on securing their crops In goOa con¬ 
dition-even In the most unfavorable sea- 
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bo ns they are sure of a flilr„roturn for tholr 
labor. 1 They went, on to their placos In April 
lust and broke and sowed nearly fifty nerds' 
of grain. . . . The clultnB.Ueru refer¬ 

red to are similar to scores of others that arc 
‘ to be found In tholr neighborhood. Hituatod 
In a broad valley, through the contro of 
which runs a sparkling brook .pf Icd-cold 
water, fed by springs high, up In iho hills, 
their fleldB He on either,aide of the creek 
with a Runny exposure that clears them of 
- • the winter mow and permits ploughing to 
be begun some weeks beforo the lovelier 
lands of the flats are \readyto bo touched. * 
► This gives the' crops slich astnrtthat they 
can always be secured beforo there is any 
danger from early frosts. 

“Making an excursion over the plateau 
bounding the Battle River Valley, wo were 
agreeably surprised to And that the samo 

f ieneral characteristics prevailed ns on the 
ower bench—lino bluff* of timber, broad 
stretches of prairie land, and , humorous 
, / lakes, with march and plenty of hay around 
\ their banka and outlets. Travelling along 
* .the edge of this plain the valley stretches » 
a before tho vision for mfles, and presents one 
of the grandest scon^obe mot with—park- 
like,openings of every size, brightened by 
the silvery sheen of the lakes that dot tho 
landscape, and of the numerous brooks that 

f our from the hillsides and empty Into tho 
attic Elver. These brooks are all- fed (by 
talce tholr rlBe either among 
the hills or/Oft, the edgfe of the plateau that 
• forms the grekt plain : ,and each one drains 
a noblel valley broad enough to furnlBh 
, homes fpr some scores of settlers. Numer¬ 
ous excellent waterpowers^ exist on each of - 
these creeks, and there Is fto doubt that ere 
* fnany years pass, the beaver that now occu- 1 
py them ’will have given way before -the i 
resistless march of the white man,-and tho 
silence that to-day reigns In their colonies 
bo succeeded by the busy hum of manufac¬ 
turing enterprise. • ' • 

“ Tho' land along our route was of first- _• 
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rate quality, At some places cnbugh could 
bo had, but for tho bluflft of woou that In 
reality add to tho value of tho place, to give 
au unbroken fiold of several thousand 
acres.” 

>. * 

NORTH OF THE .SASKATCHEWAN. 


Although in Ibo'fitriet geographical sense 
of tho term, thut portion pf the Territories 
lying to the north of the* North Saskatche¬ 
wan in this neighborhood does not belong 
to the Buttle River Valjoy, yet, as its physi* 
cal featuros'aro ^ory similar, and as it will 
commercially form a portirfh ot the same 
district,'it will be Included within It for tho 
purposes of description, Sklrtlug-along the 
North Brnnoh of Ihe Saskatchewan, and in¬ 
cluded between that stream on the south 
and the forest line on tho norib, lies an ‘ im* 
monse area of land of almoat Incredible fer¬ 
tility only awaiting the plough of the set¬ 
tler. As Its physical -features, are almost 
Identical with those of the Battle River 
Valley, It will not be necessary to give an 
elaborate description of,ttnftn, while the sec* 
tion under consideration Is too Important to ' 
be passed over without being referred to. . ' 

Although wo do not And railways being 
pushed forward and settlers flocklng in as 
they‘d are at the south, striving to keep 
abreast of the Iron horse in its race for the* 
west, we find a country far rloherand better 
adapted Tor settlement than wo had been 
ted to expect. Throughout the greater por¬ 
tion of the land traversed there Is an abiin-' 
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dance of wood and numerous stroamtr of 
running water. - 

The soil appeared to bo rlcbcFand to com¬ 
prise a greater depth 'of blade loam than 
that on tliQ other Hide of the river, yet the, 
crops ho far do not scorn to average higher 
than* In the )nttur districts. Uplaftd anti 
marsh hay both grow In abundance—the 
former especially high, strong and oxlreme- 
ly heavy, with a largo admixture of the wild 
pea, of which horses and f cattiq are so,fond, 
and on which thoy flourish so well. Of dotjrso 
some tracts are wholly unfit for tillage, yet 
capital for grazing. „Ab regards the pictur¬ 
esque In scenery, there are large? sections of, 
undulating country with boautlful lakes 
frofn one to fifteen miles in length, dotted 
with Islets, from the shores of which, and 
from the surrounding hdtghls. enchanting 
views are to bo had, where many a pleasure 1 ’ 
seeker would, fain' reside'“and enjoy the 
glorynf the scenery. , , ' 

•The first settlors'who (SSKsed the North 
Saskatchewan In this vicinity wore Messrs. 
Robert Wyld and.Frcd s Boiirke, who, 'a few 
years slnco) de’cidqd to embark in cattfo, 
raising,’and selected a location a abort dis¬ 
tance above- the mouth of Battle River, 
where they also engaged In farming. Their 
undertaking has prospered Jtfeyontl the 
mostsangulne expectations of^ibemsfelves 
and of those who watched their progress) and 
Messrs. Wyld & Bourke have, proved Conclu¬ 
sively, although this is not a stock-raising 
district In tho sense that the term is used In, 
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IUio southern portion ortho Territories, that 
Ja small band of cattle can be successfully 
(arid profitably handled. ^During* tbq sum- 
liner of 1882 Messrs.T^arry and Richard Wyld 
lOlnod t>hefr-£rot)ior, and this season they 
jhave.ovor one^huntlred acres under' crop. 
},Tho ,Rt\me season, a number ofr French Can¬ 
adians, Messrs. Lflon, Arcand, PrCvost,La¬ 
voie,and others, Vlsltod the north side op a 
>rospoctlng expedition, ant| were so delight-* 
Id with what they saw that they Immcr 
Jlately located and 1 dent for their friends 
fnd families! A number of fchem arrived 
> dfurljlg the winter, and already do wseo 
>■ tie nucleus of a large and prosperous sottle- 
t&QnU A largo quantity of breaking .was 
’done lost fall, houses erected, and rail tlm, j 
;.fier got out, and this spring farming opera- 

4 . ■ „ , 

TURTLE RIVER. 

This Is a small stream emptying Into the 
4- iaskatchewnh Irom the north side at a 
iolnt about twenty miles a'bQve the' mouth 
% f the Battle River,'aiuhalthough forming a 
art oftbe> northern district treated of In 
‘•I he last article. It Is thrown into espeolal 
^/ominencc by the location at-its mouth of 
[he millfe of Afessrs. Coleridge'.A Co., who 
mve secured and are operating a timber 
jimit on the shores of,Turf le Lake, the head- 
iters'of the stream referred to. On both 
>anks of the Turtle; and for a considerable, 
tlptance above its mouth', lies a large extent 
>f country, the solKOf which Is a 5 rich clay 
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loam, find admirably adapted /or funning. 
AVood for nil purpose*—building, fonclng 
and fuel—in abundant,'as is also water nnd 
hny. A feature, nnd an excellent one, too, 
of llie country north of tlio Saskatchewan 
Is its comparative freedom from reserves, a 
characteristic of whlfch the advantages are 
ho evident that uothing remains to be mild. 
In addition to these favorable foatures, the 
establishment of u mill at this point at nn 
early day Is certain to attract prospectors, 
so that we may shortly expect to And a new 
settlement springing up here, where now 
there Is not a nljjn of civilization. Turtle 
Lake has long betm colebrntqd for Us white- 
fish, the people of Battloford and Fort Pltt‘ 
having for years drawn their supplies from 
its bosom, while Juckflsh, sturgeon and carp 
aro to bo tpken In the stream Itself Nu¬ 
merous lakes and ponds In the surrounding 
district afford watering and pasturage facil¬ 
ities for large bands of cattle, thus 'making 
it attractive for the stock-raiser as well as 
for the agriculturist. In short, the advan¬ 
tages of this section are such as render it a 
most desirable field for location. 

UP THH battle eiver. 

The following paragraphs were written 
a couple of years ago by a farmpr liuseareh 
of a locatibn, and time has proved the cor¬ 
rectness of his observations: 

“ As a prospector In theVlcInlty of Battle- 
ford I have carefully ; exaxnined the country 
for a considerable distance up the valley of 
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Hat tin River, and being aomewhat posted In * 
icHpi’ct of soils bent adapted for successful 
agricultural operations, I have come to tlig 
conoUiHlort that the Battle Elver valley 
poflseHHCH all the requirements In that direc¬ 
tion, and when occupied, and Its natural 
resou'iveK more thoroughly developed, It, is 
dcHtinod to becomoone of the most populous 
and wealthy portions of the North-Wont. 
The valley Is a mlxturoof prairie and wood 
land. Homo portions heavily timbered, and 
consequent ly possessing all the requisite** 
for successful fanning, namely, good land, 
water, luol, fencing and. building timber. 
The grass In many places lHoXceedlngl.vJu.xV t 
uriant, CHpoclally on the flatH in the .vicinity/ 
or the river, thus affording abundanco qt' 
hay,* ivnd 4 pnsturago practically unlimited'. 
This fact, In connection with good and natu¬ 
ral cover In the lesser valleys flhd bluffs, 
offers exceedingly flattering Inducements to 
stock-raisers. Ah an Illustration on this, 
point I may say that I have had the oppor¬ 
tunity of observing the progress ofMacfttf* 
lane Brothers' excellent band or horses, 
which they have bred and raised In this 
-valley for the past three years, and can bear 
witness that these animals have roamed at 
largo during those wlnters» and have Invari¬ 
ably turnedup In the spring Infrood condi¬ 
tion, and that as many of Ubd band as are 
required are then yoked up to assist In the 
spring work. I was alsoJniormed that these 
horses receive no further attention than to 
bo visited occasionally to see whether any 
accident has occurred amongst them. 

"The soil Is by no mtans apuresand.buta 
mixture of sand. 61ay, and adayk loam—no 
doubt an alluvial accumulation deposited) 
when the streams were much larger and- 
aiore rapid than they now are, or when the 
country was entirely submerged. As the 
waters receded the mounds were left, and 
being composed so largely ot fertile matter, 
speedily developed the growth of the timber, 
shrubbery and nutritious grasses that now 
cover their surface; and they were at no 
0 
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remote day the home of countless herds of e 
buffalo, mooHo and oik, us shewn by the 
iwmorous relics of tliofto animals every¬ 
where to bo found. 

'+* Tho fact that Indian cornand pumpkins 
arrive at perfection utlords Indubitable evi¬ 
dence of the aduptabiJU-y of the soil and 
Climate of tho valley for the growth of vege* 
tables'of the moBt delicate varieties; and 
taking this section of tho North-West all in 
all; It 'Certainly is second to nono lh the 
Territories.” " 

An Idea of the extent of the Battle Rlvor 
Valloy may bo obtained by an inspection of 
the latest map of the North-West Terrlt^ 

' rles, from which it will be observed that tho 
Great Saskatchewan River, going against. 
the current;- continues from 'Battleford up? - 
, ward' almost in a north-westerly direction, 
until it roaches a point a few'mllCs beyond 
, Victoria, when it abruptly turns south-west. 

towards the Rocky* Mounjalns,-wheie It 
* takes Its rise. Tracing up the Battle River 
from Its Junction with the Saskatchewan, 
wdjflnd.tha't Its course' Is nortli-wosterly' for 
about thirty miles, when it Inclines sharply 
to the south-Westi and thus perseveres for 
about one hundred and forty miles, a short 
"-"afirtance above the pdfnt where the‘ Edmon¬ 
ton and Red Deer trail crosses it; whence It 
again turns north-westerly to Its source 
about four hundred miles from Battleford. ’ 
Now, It will be observed that a vsry large 
area of country la embraced between theBo 
two magnificent streams, tho greater por¬ 
tion of which lies to the south of the divide; 
and consequently'forms a. portion of the. 
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Buttlo River Valley. ' This largo anil impor¬ 
tant tract of onuntiy, wllh a HOiUhern 
slope, and materially protootqd by the 
''height of land to then north,, certainly con¬ 
stitutes ft very desirable agricultural region, 
and,-'including tho district, to the south, also 
drained by tho Battle River, embraces a ter¬ 
ritory greater than some of tbo eastern pro¬ 
vinces, ■Nearly'every foot of It is ^vallafue' 
for agricultural purposes,and the country 
possesses all tho resources necessary to 
build, up a rich and prosperous community, 
Twonty-Avo miles above Battleford, and 
x between the rivers, the nucleus of, a large, 
settlement was farmed in theuutumn ,of 
1882, when the Messrs. Taylor,Brexnher and 
Bayer located. Those people^, disposed, of 
their farms in Manitoba during fhe boom, 
und sought locations farther west. They 
turned their attention to this .section, with 
lho result that ih’qy have , &U, .fettled, here, 
and are now preparing to operate largely. 
They dxp^ess themselvos as, ^elf^satlsfled 
With the, change, and say,thftfr their RetUer 
merit will receive large accessions during 
the coming season. - ^ 

0OO» 

BATTlXRI^ER barley • 

During the winter of" 1881-2 the Toronto 
aiobc pubi.iBhed'tho following 'cQhvpehfs?? ' 
specithcns ot Battle River barley sent down 
for criticism: , ‘ ^ V 

“ In speaking of'the tytqreu^gain crpps.Of 
the North-West It Is customary to take 
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0110 crop, wheat, as likely to overshadow 
in importance all the aibers. This Iihh 
come to bo the practice bocauno experi¬ 
ence hue proved that the north-woNtern 
noil ‘and climate produce the beat wheat 
in tho world: whoat that weighs hoavlor to 
the bunhol and yiolds a greator amount 
of strongly glutinous flour than can bo 
obtained from tho wheat of any other 
; country or stale. But oxoellont as are tho 
prospects for wHicat, Wo have before us evi¬ 
dence in tho shape of samples, that with 
. r ospcot to tho grain of noxt Importance, 
barley, the North-West Is likely, to equal If 
not surpass every other section of tho conti¬ 
nent, The.samples of barley alluded to havo 
boen sent us from Battlelord by Mr. John 
Carney. Tho crops Irom which they were 
talcon grew on * Poundmaker's ’ reserve, In 
tho Battle Hlver Valley, thirty miles abovo 
Battloford i from a section twenty miles up 
from Bhttloford ; and from another place 
thirteen miles from Battloford, In tho sumo 
valley. The grain Is very large and plump, 
and the skin Is thin. If It'were not a little 
discolored It would bo entitled to rark 
among the special grades for Canada barley 
ahead of No. 1; but tho color being a little 
bit off*, It would only grade as No. 2 As 
graded In tlie * brass kettle of a well known 
barley dealer, the grain weighs a little over 
fifty pounds to the bushel—two pounds more 
than the standard, notwithstanding that, 
the barley having been merely rubbed out 
by hand, the awns wore long, and the grain 
consequently lay more loosely than it would 
If It had first passed through a threshing, 
machine or an elevator. 

“Tho most striking thing about tho sam pies 
Is that they were grown on land that was 
not broken until last sprjng. They were 
harvested in August. It is evident that the 
cool nights and rainless rlpenjng season of 
tho North-West suit this grain, and that 
the production of the bright barley for which 
Canada is famous Is capable of expansion to 
an indefinite extent.” 
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' And in a later numbor of the BahkatcJik- 
wan Herald wo find Mr. Carndy making 
the following satisfactory explanation of 
tin; discoloration of his samples ; 

“ At tho tlmo the grain was out and roady 
to house, a report icached the Indian re¬ 
serves that the GovQrnor-Goneral was draw¬ 
ing nigh to Unttloford,) whereupon the In¬ 
diana loft their harvest-fields cn fiiasxc. 
leaving their grain exposed to tho sun and 
heavy down for two weeks." 

I’ROF. MACOUN’S VIEWS. 

In his excellent work, 11 Manitoba and the 
Great North-Wost, M Prof. Mncoun dwells at 
considerable length upon the Hattie River 
District. From tho chapter describing the 
country between the flfty-sccond and flfty- 
thlrd parallels wo make tho following ex¬ 
tract : 

“ Lying north of the Saskatchewan Is a 
duo trnct that may be seen from the heights 
above Eagle Greek, and which, when settle¬ 
ment crosses tho rlverdftrlil be very attrac-/ 
live. Eagle Creek, a tine stream of pure 
water, enters the Saskatchewan at the east¬ 
ern end of the Eagle Hills. This stream 
seems to rise in a large coulfie that extends 
many mhos into tho great plain south of 
Uattioferd. / t- 

“ The Bear Hills pass gradually/lnto the 
Eagle Hills, which at first turn to the north- 
Hast, but as they approach thri North Sas¬ 
katchewan, they trend tp^he north-west 
until they reach BattleRlver r 8omedlstance 
from Bnttleford-_ AtBattlefordJ,heir base is 
about eight-miles south. As they pass east¬ 
ward they draw nearer to the Qaskatohe-, 
wan. Their northern elope is a.,continuous 
forest of very good poplar (Populu* tremv- 
loides and baUamifera ), which breaks.up and 
becomes Interspersed with prairie as It ap- 
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proAohes that river. Bolwo'on Batlleford 
and Muglo Urcok no loss than twenty-lwo 
Minull Htroums .Issue from tho forest and 
in/ilcn their way Into (ho river, 

*'The bind bordering on the river Is gen¬ 
erally a sandy loam, but many lino furnU 
will yot bo located there. In tho hills thom- 
soJvun, ami southward from tliom, tho land 
Ih very rich,' t-Jio noil being a blank hlay 
loam, changing ah It gets drier (southward) 
Into a Bandy one, but with very little change 
In vegetation. Mr. Wilkins, Ij.L.B;, crossed 
diagonally through tho bills. while 1 passed 
on both nidus of.tboni, and Ills report of tho 
land UL the Mission ahd/ut tho Government 
Karin agroes with my own observations. 
Tlio land in the hou thorn extension of tho 
lil 11 n 1h very much broken and contulnsmiil- 
tltudcH of ponds and freshwater marabou, 
where immense quantities of natural liny of 
the bent quality go to wnmo every your. Ad- 
though many people think tho hills tho boat 
for Hot 1 lament, I believe future settlors will 
under the prairie, as there !h Iohh broken 
land, ]obh mars) and Hwump, and less labor 
required to muko a homo. 

“ As the views of tho Olobo's oorrespon-, 
dent regarding Uattloford ore very nearly In 
accord with my own, I give hie description : 

i4 * Tills place is certainly ono or the most, 
honutlfuP and picturesque in the North- 
West, and If ever there was a spot, which 
nature Intended for tho site of a, city It ip, 
Battlofprd. Tho steamboat landlng’ou the 
Hnskatchowan is two or three mlles-wost ot 
where Battle Itlver falls .Into tho (larger 
stream, but for a long way (several allies at 
least above this) tho general, direction of the 
two streams Is parallel, though the, strip o( 
land between jthpm is seldom above two 
miles and a half; and In places loss than 
three-quarters of a mile, In width This, 
utilp of land between tho two rivers consists 
of a beautiful plateau or fine, smooth upland 
prairie. Its highest portion is along Us,cen¬ 
tre, midway between the two streomB, and 
It slopes away gently towards each. The 
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IowuhI, portion of this plateau In flficnti'Mu' 
twenty foot above the imri'ow ntrtp of hot* 
turn l»iml along both rivers, which Jntlm‘ In 
Uiuom of spring Hoods aro sometimes par* 
lially HUbmorguti. On llio olhor liurid thn 
highest portion Of thin plateau (which tho 
roador will have alronuy Identified iut tho 
Kilo of tho futuro city oi lmttlofnrd,)‘ Is con¬ 
siderably lower ttii^n tho level of thn nralrlo 
Muds, which rlno beyond tho HitskiUcnownn 
on tho not tli ami Buttle Ulvrron tho nouth. 
Hero Ih a spat whloh could ho easily diained 
, by sowers tailing each way from thn central 
? rfdgn ; tho whole outer boundary would bn 
river frontage, at whloh tho Knskulchcwnn 
steamers could land at nearly all times, 
'while thn smaller craft, which would be re¬ 
quired to navigate Battle River, could per¬ 
form tho service from tho forks when the 
1 larger steamers could not ascend' on tho 
south side of’ tho ponlmjulu with safety. 
With a city located on thin ptninsular pla¬ 
teau, which Ih now only occupied by tho 
barrack* of the Mounted Police, tho nouth 
bank of Battle River and tho norlh bank of 
Iho Raskatchowan, about four miles apart, 
would aflbrd the most charming situations 
for villa aiidsuburban residences. 

“ ' Regarding tho Country In tho la me- 
■ dlftto vicinity of Hattleford, J am quite 
, a warp Urn 1 * what I havo to say flatly contra* 

' diets what appears to mo-to bo tho genoral 
v Impression concerning It. Before coming 
hero I was told that Battloford was In tho 
- ipldat of a sterile, dreary wastcof Rand, but 
1 wish we had a low hundred squaro miles 
of Just such dreary wastes of sand In Onta¬ 
rio and Quebec. Tho noil 1 Is not tho deep 
black loam which I have soon irvothor por¬ 
tions of the North-west, but at the Bame 
, time that it In not unproductive I shall pre¬ 
sently produce abundant proofs. It is a rich* 
and very friable soil, In which there is un¬ 
questionably some sand, but for all that It 
Is deep, strong, warm, and extremely pro¬ 
ductive. u should have stated before that 
N the 'few housoB—beyond the houses of Go- 
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voriimontofllclnls, whirl) are on the crest 
of the beautiful high bluff Houth of JJnrlJo 
Itlver—are located on it narrow strip ol bot¬ 
tom land south ol the amallrr stream, and 
Ufa.* plateau lo which Tlmve already referred 
• Jh IIjohUo oftho future Mfy 1 ? , N 

" 1 ' The police (arm at* linttlcroi'd was oh* * 
tablMheu In 1870. In thespilngof that year. 
Inspector Walker broke up (he soli, and on 
my visit about tho (list of, August I found 
everything well advamfed and wrote in my 
Journal : ‘ The police farm..situated on th« 
point ofland bei ween Hattie Hlver and the 
MaHlctitchewan/lH a sandy alluvium, aud ap¬ 
pears to bo,very diy and barren,,, but It Cer¬ 
tainly has produced'good crop#-Mils year. 
Thieo months ago it was barren prairie, 
now oats, barley, potatoes'and turnips arc 
growing luxuriantly. .In the garden, also 
broken up this -spring, are cabbages, cauli¬ 
flowers and oihor vegetables Of the-flnest de¬ 
scription. Timothy and clover had . been 
sown to toriri,a grass plot, and these wen? 1 
, now.Jn flower and gave proviso of produo- 
; lug •abundance of sied. - Tho Governor’s 
farm.-filtuftted'on the Mind hills to the east 
of his residence, was also visited. Here the 
, soil, outside the fence, was covered with the 
Nhort prairie sward indicative of dryness, 
and which would have been pronounced as 
unfit for cultivation by most people, yet 
within the fence were excellent; oats; mid¬ 
dling barley, short In tno edr bCifc grain fine, 
and first class wheat, the latter standing 
thick on thoground, nearly five foot high, 
with correspondingly long earn, nearly ripe. 

Besldos^he exuberant growth of mo^t 
'grains there Is a remarkable vitalltywlm- 
parted to thenvin this region that astonishes . 
the utrangor. I am more and more con^ 
vlncecl-ttmt'lt Js not soil which Is the cause 
oftho astonishing crops produced in the 
west, b\|t th« peculiar climate. When dig¬ 
ging up the prairie soil, oven in the hardest 
cl-ayj, 1 could,,never get below the roots Qt 
the grass, and these wore so numerous that 
they soomed fill the soil.* Owing to,,the 
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* • ^ , ' , ' 
severe wlntop*i frost, and the light rainfall 
in spring, the young roots arte enabled .to 
pqnotrato (he soil to a depth wholly beyond 
the belief of un eastern furmor. They seem 
to follpw the pores opened by the frost right 
Into the subsoil, and hence, instead of draw¬ 
ing their nourishment from four or flvo 
Inches of soil,' they drnw It from eighteen 
to twenty-four inchos-'’* ~ 

*THE GLOBE'S CORRESPONDENT. 

When iris Excejroncy the Govornor-Gon- 
©nil visited tho Territories in the summer 
of J881, a number of correspondents of news- * 
papers published In tho Old Country accom¬ 
panied the party, and they were unanimous 
In their praise of the Battle Rivor Valley. 
With the party was also Mr* W. H. Wil¬ 
liams, special correspondent of the Toronto 
Globe, or, as he is now.universally/ known, 

" the buckbonrd correspondent.” Mr. Wll- 
lianas.returned to Winnipeg by way of Bat- 
tleford, and spent some time In examining 
the,country*. Althongh delighted with the 
place on the occasion of his first visit, bis 
second examination and a careful compare*, 
son with other-portions of the Territories' 
.only served to increase bis good opinion, 
ills letters from and about Battleford and 
the Battle River district were full of praises 
without exaggeration,and dldmuoh todraw- 1 
public attcntlon'to a district wh.eh had pre¬ 
viously, been looked upon as "a dreary 
waste of sand.” ,ln a letter'written after * 
tho completion of his Journey, and especial¬ 
ly .devoted io the d'lstrlctbetweep Battleford . 
and Carltdif, we And the following good 
words i ' 
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44 The trail from Carlton to Battleford fol¬ 
lows close along the south bank of the North 
Bnsk&tchewau. The dlstanoo between the 
two points Is calculated to be one hundred 
aud ten miles by the shortest route #even« 
ty or eighty miles of the'roqd traverses lino, 
upland prairies, the soil being good, and 
possessed oi nil the natural advantages Inci¬ 
dent to that sort of country; affording, as it 
does, almost illimitable stretches for gigan¬ 
tic fields, and inquiring Utile.or nothing in 
the way of artificial drainage* Between 
thirty and forty miles from Battleford the 
JSagle Hilts are reachod, and here, though 
the land Is, of course, more broken, it is ex¬ 
ceedingly rich In quality, and some lew seb> 
tiers who have already taken up land In this 
district are having marvellously good crops 
and absolutely certain harvests. The Eagle 
Hills may be said to extend all Ihe way to 
BattlefOrd. * 

“ As X have already had a good deal to say 
about the capital of the North-West Terri¬ 
tories, it will not be necessary to add .xnuoh 
here; Its location Is admirable both from, 
an agricultural and a commercial point of 
view- Being at the Junction of the Battle 
River with the North Saskatchewan, it has 
‘facilities for navigation north-west,' south- 
* west and eastward, and besides this a„coun- 
’ try lying to the south of It through which 
heavy freight waggon* could be run with 
perfect safety all the way to Calgary and 
Macleod If necessary* In no part of the 
North-West did I see better growing crops ” 
when X was on my'way westward, and In no 
part, either of the North-West or Manitoba,' 

- did I find the farmers better satisfied with 
' the results of their season's work than J did ' 
here on my return. The soil Is not so heavy- 
as that of Edmontou or ‘Prince Albert /pro¬ 
per, but thlB rich sandy loam that Is to be 
round everywhere about Battleford lB. I am 
convinced, In the long run. as.profltable soil 
for the agriculturist, taking one year with 
•another, as can be found anywhere pn the 
continent. This autumh excellent harvests 
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wore taken off Helds that hsd been cropped 
continuously without* manuring tfor live 
yearn. Here I found no disposition on the 
part even of the moat sanguine settlers to 
apologize for any shortcomings owing to a 
buck ward Rummer or early frosts, though 
several of the settlers Hurtio hnd boemtardy 
about gathering their Potatoes Buffered 
from the.early Advent or winter.weather. 
From all that I can learn I think that, as a 
rule, the winters are lone severe at Battle- 
ford than In any other of the northern set¬ 
tlements in the Territories. From its loca* 
tlon It cannot. In tlifl very nature of things, 
bo subjeoii to tno visitation of blizzards or 
that Intense degree of cold that character¬ 
izes moro low-lying localities, and especially 
those In the neighborhood of extensivemus- 
kegs or marshy flats. For political pur¬ 
poses a great deal of howling has been In¬ 
dulged In about-Bat tie ford sand. Battleford 
has been pronofincSd the centre of nowhere, 
nnd In fact everything that political, malice 
could suggest has befiftt said against It, sim¬ 
ply bechuse r the i: late Government of the 
Dominion made some improvements here 
with the view that it was to be permanently 
the Capital of the North-West All this 
nonsense that has been talked and written 
on this subject,while It has worked mischief 
to BAttleford and to ihauy a settler who. In 
coming to the North-West, has gone farther 
and fared worse, will still be unavailing as 
a means of permanently checking this set¬ 
tlement's onward and upward progress. I 
have no hesitation whoever In saying that 
there Is no. settlement In the North-West, 
possessed, all In all, of natural advantages 
equal to those of Battleford. . . 

Whether the main line of the Canadian Fa- 
elffo Railway 1|4 destined ever to reach Bat*. 
Meford or not I am unable to say ; but that 
Battleford Will. Id a comparatively short 
•time, nave railway communication, with, 
the ,outer world, I have’ not the. slightest 
doubt.' 9 . 
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SOME SHORTER OPINIONS. 

Tlio correspondent of the London lEng.) 
Times, who accompanied the vlce-rcgal 
parly on their tour through the Territories, 
thus expresses himself; 

“ l/attleford Is close to the Junotlop or tho 
Battle River'with the Saskatchewan, and 
has been given a bad name ‘altogether un¬ 
deserved. A bad nniue sticks, and ‘ Battle- 
ford sand ’ has become proverbial, though 
really It is but a handiul in comparison 
with the ttrst-olass soli adjoining It- The 
country through 'which' we have passed 
since leaving tho bluffs is above suspicion. 
Here at our camp-ground the grass Is thick 
and rloh, and almost up to our knees. ” 

In his address at the Winnipeg banquet, 
His Excellency the Uovornor-Oeneral spoke 
as follows of the country surrounding Bat- 
tleford: 

il For two days’ march--that Is to say, for 
aboutslxty or seventy miles—south of Bat- 
tleford, wc passed over land whose excel¬ 
lence could not be excelled for agricultural 
purposes; thence to the •* Red Doer Valley 
the soil Is lighter, but still, in my opinion, 
in most places good lor grain, and,''In any 
case, most admirable for summer pasturage* 
It will certainly be good also for stock In 
winter as soon as It shall pay to have some 
hay stored in the valleys. The whole--of it 
has been the favorite feeding ground of the 
buffklo, and their tracks from watering- 
place to watering-place (never too far apart 
trom each other) were everywhere to be 
Seen. .Let us hope that the time will not .be 
long before the disappearance of the buflklo 
from these soenes is followed by the appear¬ 
ance ol domestic herds.” 

When Interviewed by a reporter of the 
Winnipeg Times during the spring of 18S1> 

V s 
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Mr. 


ll.‘ LaToueho 'Tupper, In speaklhg of 


thisdlstrlot, said : 


" A great many now Bottlers ah) settling 
on the rich lands In the vicinity of ,Battle- 
ford. The Eagle Hills country, lying be¬ 
tween the two branches of the SuRkateho-. 
wan r and not far from Battloford. will be a 
very attractive part of tho NorLn-Wcht-for' 
settlement this year, while the land across 
the river to the north Is also a very rich and 
luxuriant prairie. There Uanabuudantsup- 
ply of wood both for fuel and building pur¬ 
poses, both on the hlllsand alongthe Valleys 
of the l.vrKO'StreaniH, consisting principally 
of poplar andspruce. The water Isexcellent 
and entirely fred frapi alkali. Settlors In 
this country are very hopeful of the -future, 
and aro looking wlstlully for railway com* 
munlcutjon.," ^ \ 

Capt. Devi) le, Chief Inspector ol Surveys, 
In his annual report says : . , . 

“ Beveral surveyors had occasion to cross 
tho vdlley of the Battle River They all 
speak of it as a district of fertility unsur¬ 
passed In the whole North-West. There is 
good water, abundance of wood* and lino 
pralrte openings. " 


From the flies of the Saskatchewan 
Herald we compile the following opinions 
elfeltodTrom tourists and explorers In in¬ 


terviews with the editor. 

Mr Wilkins, U.E.,‘ who was' a member of 
Prof. Macoun'S’party In 1879, reported " a 
“ much larger area of good land than lsgen- 
“ erally supposed to exist," 

.Prof. Maooun is reported as having stated 
thrit— ' ' 

" The district lylng oaet or the one hun¬ 
dred and tenth meridian andnbrth of Lake 
Manltou, aH'theway tp Hattleford, will yet 
be an excellent farming country, as the land 
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(s levol,nn<i-the soli, though light In place#, 
v.ery good.” 

Of BaHlo/ord and Its environ# the Profes- 
aor Bald : 

“ Much has been said about the sandhills 
In this neigborhood, but a careful examlim- 
tion shows that they only extend at their 
greatest width to a depth of three mile# 
from the river, and that oil noyrte of their 
slopes and in the Intervening valleys ore 
many stretches of excellent land.” 

Mr. H. Grant-Dalton and party travelled 
through the country during the KumniQr of 1 * 
1881 on a pleasure trip, and In the announce¬ 
ment of their passage through BnttJeford we 
And Tiie Hkram> remarking : 

“ Wo have much pleasure In Raying that 
their impression Of the capital and the Bat" 
tlo Hlver Valley generally is that Its prlnol- 
pal characteristic and excellence are such 
as must very soon place it In the foremost 
ranks of the settlements now springing Into 
existence n , 

Prof. Kenaston, C.K., wqs -sent out the 
same season by the Canadian Pacific Rail¬ 
way Company to examine the country be¬ 
tween Moose Jaw and Edmonton, and he Is 
thus reported to have expressed himself: 

“ The Professor has travelled over a large 
section of the North-West, having an*eye to 
the agricultural capabilities oi the country; 
us well as to the selection of a railway 
route, and from what he has seen'he finds 
that the Battle Oliver Valley possesses In a 
greater degree than any othor district visit- 
ed the elements necessary to becoming an 
important settlement. The land'Increases 
in r lob ness-as one.goes up 'stream, until it - 
becomes equal to any in the Territories, bet 
sides being free' from korio disadvantages 
under which otbfcr dUtriels labor.” 

4 . 


1 . 
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LOCAL OPINIONS. 

We have devoted considerable space to thoi 
production of complimentary opinions 
given of our district by people who* have 
vlsltod'us, and wo may’ve pardoned if we 
republish some that have been expressed by 
others who have been here for somo tlrhe f 
and are consequently mdro lntlraa’ely ini- 
qtialnted with the country and Its resources, 
but, as these articles have already exceeded 
the limits originally contemplated, they 
will, of necessity, be brief. .In August, 1862, 
a correspondent signing himself ‘‘Hastings” 
wrote to the Toronto Globe a description of 
Mr. Adam Boyle's location at the foot of the 
Sagle Hills from which wemake the fol¬ 
lowing extract: . , 

“ The land on which Mr* Boole’s crop Is, 
and which Is the same as that found genei- 
ally throughout the Eagle‘Hills, Is a rich 
black loam with a clay subsoil. He has a 
spring creek of good water running past his 
house, and plenty of timber—birch and pop¬ 
lar—for building, wood and fencing in the 
ravines running into the hills behind him, 
while a largo swamp in which has been cut 
one hundred and fifty tons ol' hay this.sum¬ 
mer stretches for a mile nlbng the fooUbfhlN 
claim. There are hundreds of places with 
more or less equal advantages in the neigh¬ 
borhood, though with the number of settlers 
coming In at present the-choice locations 
pear town will,soon betaken up, and'new 
arrivals will have to go farther back. Prices 
' for all kinds of produce are good?' while 
Battletord'lawelL--known as.the 'cheapest- 
place, considering distances, to buy mer¬ 
chandise In the North-West. There-have - 
boon damaging reports made from time to 
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t.lmo of t hl8 district, It having been described 
consisting principally qf sund hills. The* 
main reason Jor this Is. that the Principal 
trails leading Into the place pa« through 
the poorest part of the country These mind 
hills, whicji are only a frnetton compared 
with the quantity of good land adjoining 
them, are lound In all parts of the Novth- 
West,and afTord oxcollent'Hheller for stock 
In’the winter, and native horses turned out 
therein the fall, .lending on the ‘goose’ 
and other grasses which abound in them, 
varo brought In lat in the spring • 

With Its extensive tracts of plno, sixty 
miles to the north-west, surronndlpgTurtle 
Lake and HI ver, which connects ‘with the 
Haskatchewan etghtcen in lies 'above’tho 
town \ wtth the largo beds of coal known to 
exist along the Battle Illvor ; with tpe cer¬ 
tainty of a survey this fall and the erection 
ol> saw and grist mill in the vicinity, Ihit- 
tlefOrd is bound to go ahead with a rapidity 
equalled by few places In the North* West, 
and assume the position to which Us situa¬ 
tion, Its fertility, Us clljtiate, Its scenery, Its 
fish, game and natural resources Justly en¬ 
title it.” ' A 

Purlng the < same summer Mr. Robert 
Wyld received a circular from the traffic de¬ 
partment of the Cananl^n .Pacific Railway 
asking for a statement of the acreage under 
cultivation last season, arid at-the conclu- ' 
sion of his report he .added the following' 
comments upon our district: 

“ I have been in the North-West oight 
years, and have lived at Shoal Lake, Winni¬ 
peg, Fort Macleod, Fort Walsh,Fort Calgary 
and Fort, Qu’Appelle.’ and have travelled 
througUtne Red I)eCr aucT Bow ,Jtlver »dis- 
tricts, and have settled here In preference to : 
any of the above-mentioned plOfces. Wo* 
have no summer frosts, and are less liable 
to odrly frosts than any other portion of the 
Nofth-tVost. My cattlc wore out until the 

i • /" . • 



'V 


THE VALLEY ITSELF. - \) 

UiIr Is Bcarcoly^of sufficient interest to the 
intending bottler, so tho more pleasing task 
of writing of our owardlstrlot will bo taken 
up. Tho extent of the Battle River Valley-- 
Is sufficiently largo to permit of tho^orma- 
Mon of numerous iargo and prosperous set 
Moments, affording scope for thousands of * 
immigrants to whatever Industry they may 
belong. AJlthathas be n spoken of ;tho 
North-West gonarnlly is equally truo of tho 
Battle RlvorValloy particularly. Thofarm- 
er will And hero soil certainly unsurpassed 
i and seldom equalled in fertility and pr6- » 

I ductivenoss throughout the entire, length 
I And breadth of tho. North-West.-, Hero, too, 

| tho atock-raiser will' tlnd sheltered ranges 
for thousands of cattle, luxuriant with |the f > 
richest pasturage tho world affords, whlla - 
within sufficiontly easy, distance can be 
•found timber to supply lumber and fuel for 
generations. Nor a?e,.we dependent upon 
wood alone for our "fuel supply/for the 
mighty,Saskatchewan brings the lnexhaust-" 

I ible coal supply of its valley to our very 
fdoors at trlAlng cost. Tho. only town at ' 

I present in existence in the valley ortho 
Battle River Is Battieford, situated near. its. 
confluence* with the North Saskatchewan. 
Almost every one in the J)ominion~at 
least, those who have everVead the- lepers, 
even casually—has .heard of" Battieford. 
With mahy tho nanies Battleford and Battle ‘ ‘ 
River haye'beeh thought tpTJe Identical, and 
It Is by playing upon this misapprehension ( 
that our detraetors havo acoro'd h«t WelUin ' 
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the pnfct, and Battloford sand lias bcconio 
a byword. It is truo that the immediate 
Bitoof the town 1h light, but that It 1« sandy 
Jh shown to bo raise by tho excellence of tho 
vogotabloH (?roivn In tho numerous gardens. 
The Roll oan only bo called light when com* 
pared with afow other sections qf the North- ‘ 
West, but whero will the oorffluenco of two 
streams be found In tlio ontlropralrloregion 
whoro tho soil In no r , 4 comparatively speak* 
Ins, light? But because tho land on which 
tho towii in built is light, it docs not follow 
that the wliolo country 1 h a Bandy -desert. 
Go twp miles from tho town in whatever di¬ 
rection you llko and tho boII la found to bo 
heavier, until at a short distance away it 
will bo found to vie in rlchnosswUh any 
othorpartof tho 'JJorrJtorlcs. Add to the 
fertile soil tho^flldno*H of tho winter and 
tho total absence of sufeimorfroBts, and we 
have three advantages which make our sec¬ 
tion the most desirable IQ£ settlement? In 
tho North-West. Why the ■frijftQCH should - 
he milder here than In any other part of the 
Territories tho wrltof does not* pretend to 
explain, but that snoh is tho case Is a fact, 
as can bo verified by an examination, of the 
meteorological records. ' fn 1870 Hon. J. W., 
Taylor, United States Consul at, Winnipeg" 
made a caroful comparison of the weather 
records for the winter months at Battloford, 
Winnipeg and St. Paul, Minnesota, the re¬ 
sult being that he found the mean averago 
tomperaturo of Battloford to bo seven de¬ 
grees higher than that of \£jjnnlpog, and 
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only Lhrao degrees' lowor than that ot St.' 
Paul. The snowfall, too, Is ho light as to 
permit of stock wintering out In safety, 
find.tho fact that tho •fleets of the Chinook 
wiftdVfeito felt along the Valley even toUat- 
tlofora^miero, unUor lts Influence, the ther¬ 
momotor registered Hlxty-throo degrees 
abovo isro on tho evonlug of the tenth of 
January last, also strengthens us In this con¬ 
tention. The absence of summer frosts Is, 
perhaps, ono of tho most Important advan¬ 
tages possessed by the Battle River Valley, 
as thoro is no other settlement or section 
of tho Territories that can lay claim to an 
equal Iramiujfty. As far, buck as meteoro¬ 
logical rooOTds or the experience of our 
fuiqnorB gpgkhere has never been an Instance 
or tim,ficajti being caught by the frost. Ex- 
perioncoVrattlso shown that farming oper-' 
atlons cun bo begun a Week or two earlier 
iq tho spring than In any other section, and 
thoypan also be continued nearly a fort- 
nlghtjajor in tho fall, thus giving* a much 
longjj&J^ason than that enjoyed by any 
other district fn tho Territories. Occasion 
■will be taken In a abort-time to go more 
fully Into thetiuestlon of the ollroat, when 
we trust to bo able to give satisfactory rea¬ 
sons for the marked differences now briefly 
roferrod to. 

. * ‘ GEOGRAPHICALLY. , 

Perhaps tho first question tho Intending 
sottler/wlll ask about the Battle Elver Val¬ 
ley U, Whore Is it?” and It wlU therefore 
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be ono of the first to be answered at an/ con¬ 
siderable length. As may bo Inferred It Is 
the natae given to that section of country 
drained by the Battle River, a tributary of 
the North Saskatchewan, which takes its , 
rise in (he Battle Lakes, near the base of tho 
Rocky Mountains! These lakes lie to the 
south of Edmonton, and on the height of. 
land betweSn tho Noith Saskatchewan and 
Red Deer Rivers. The general course Of tho 
Battle River is easterly, its confluence with 
the Saskatchewan being almost due east of 
Its source. The country drained by the Bat¬ 
tle River lies almost, entirely between tho 
.fifty-second and fifty-third parallels of lati¬ 
tude, and extends from a point about mid¬ 
way between the third and fourth principal 
meridians to a short distance beyond the 
one hundred and fourteenth or fifth princi¬ 
pal meridian. The land on the upper part of 
the valley of the river is very rloh, partak* 
Ing of the same general features as the »regt 
of the country along the slope of the Rooky ^ 
Mountains.'As the river Is followed' down» 
Its course the soil becomes a trifle lighter,? 
until along the lower portion it assumes 
character, the happy medium between a v ' 
rank Vegetable mould and a light soil, which ’ 
so perfectly adapts it for the raising of a 
cereals with certain Immunity from frosts* 
Away to the sonth of the river, and extend-,, 
ing beyond the forty-ninth parallel, lies a 
vast tract of country heretofore known as 
u The Bad Lands,” but which are now found 
to be admirably adapted for grazing pur- 
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pose* ; while skirting thd Battle Hirer on 
Doth aides, and stretching northward aoro'as 
the Saskatchewan until the southern limit 
of the true forest 1 b reached, la a section 
certainly unexcelled for .fortuity and pro¬ 
ductiveness throughout {the entire length 
and breadth of the North-West. Although 
these sketches are collected under the head¬ 
ing of tjie Baltle River Vajley, It la not In¬ 
tended to be inferred that it Is only on the 
banks of that stream that good lands are to 
be found. The clroumj&cgnt country, of 
oourse, possesses the same general features 
and advantages as the centre of the dis¬ 
trict,'but as yet settlement is concentred 
I within its limits. However, as Immigration 
> progresses, settlement will radiate until the 
| whole section is brought under the hand of 
| the tiller of the soil. As yet the only at¬ 
tempts at settlement have been made.' in 
the vicinity of Battleford, a bustling village 
situate within two miles of the confluence of 
the Battle and Saskatchewan Rivers. The 
lf town itself is a thriringplace of several hun- 
g ^ dred inhabitants, until recently the seat of 
| , Territorial Government, and even yet the° 
^ headquarters of a troop of Mounted Police, 
J. and of a number of officials of the Govern- 
f , ment. A number of stores, besides a telo- 
jt,/ graph office^ a printing office, a blacksmith-. 

It a cabinet-maker, several builders, hotels, 
I and the like go to make up the nuoleus of a 
| prosperous town. The site was chosen, not 
| on account of the fertility of the soil, but 
| because of its admirable suitability for the 
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* *■ 

looatlon of a town. The valley, from oast to 
west, Is about three hundred and fifty mllos 
• lii length, and varies Irx wldth from twenty 
to sixty mllos. Tho banks are, throughout 
almost Its entire longth, clothed with tim¬ 
ber suitable for building, fencing and fuel; 
while numerous “ spring” creeks which Join 
the river along Its (Course ensure an ample 
supply of good water. Tho river* preserves 
an almost uniform width and depth, and 
thero is no doubt that careful experiment 
, will prove It to be navigable for small 
steamorB of light draft. * 1 

* 1 HISTORICALLY, 

*8 * r 

\ Fifteen years rfgo there was no settlement 
tii the Battle River Valley, and until com¬ 
paratively .recently no attempt was made to 
settle upon,the rich lands which fringe that 
river. Travel between the east and Uie west 
was, almost entirely If not altogether, done 
on the north side of tho Saskatchewan, aw- 
. ing to the warlike Attitude of tho Indians 
on the plains to the south of that river in 
the early days#' Indeed, the country soujjli 
? of tho Saskatchewan was looked upon as 
the Indians* battle-ground, nndas such was , 
avoided. Pressing indeed must be the re* 1 
quiroments of him who took a flying trip 
across the region oMndlah wars. As a nat¬ 
ural consequence the beauties and advan* ' 
tages of this section were entirely unknown. 
In 1874, theengineersoftheOanadlanPaolfic 
Railway passed through the Saskatchewan 
Valley, crossing the Battle River about two 
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milaa above Its mouth, and shortly after¬ 
wards tho contractor for tbo construction 
of thb telegraph lino sent through largo par¬ 
ties of men to oarry on tho work ho had un¬ 
dertaken. ‘ Struck with tho beauty of tho 
place, the crossing of the Battle River was 
ohosen as tho contractor’s headquarters, 
under tho true Western appellation of Tele¬ 
graph Plat. Next came the solectlpn of tho 
[ crossing as the seat of government for the 
I North-West Territories, on account of its 
- central f situation, and -the name was 
changed to tho appropriate arid more geu- 
phonlous one of Battleford. In due course 
the men In tho employ of the Department 
of Public Works appeared upon thh scen&, 
and proceeded with the orectlon of buildings 
, for the accommodation of tho officials of the 
North-West Government. A troop of 
Mounted Police were stationed hero, and ■ 
barracks erected. These public works, em¬ 
ploying a6 they did large numbers of men, » 
naturally attracted several traders, and 
speedily the nucleus of a small town was 
formed. No sooner was Battleford pro¬ 
claimed the capital of the North-West Ter¬ 
ritories than a hue and ory was raised by Its 
disappointed rivals, and the whole ot 'the 
surrounding country was denounced as an 
unproductive, barren wilderness, one writer 
wittily affirming that the soil was so light 
that it became neoessaTy for the farmers * to 
pin their fields to keep them from blowing' 
away. So persistent was this system of de¬ 
traction that It had the effect of deterring 

d «• 
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many from doming boro, The public wofkB 
being completed, some of the employees, 
appreciating the country tit its true worth, 
and with commomlahlo pluck, determined 
upon-maklng the experiment of cultivating 
the soil As they hud foreseen, success 
crowned tlioir efforts, aud others were .en¬ 
couraged t,o follow their example. One by 
one, settlers continued to drop in, but even 
at so late a date as 1878 thoy did not number 
half-a-dozen. In the sum s mor 0 f that year 
a nowspaper—the Haskatchetran Herald— 
was established at Uattleford by >tr. P. G. 
Laurie, one oftho pioneer newspaper men 
of Canada, and It Is worthy of note that he 
came here without the inducement of a 
bonus, and with but, ono acquaintance in 
the entire settlement. A residence of many 
- yoars'ln the North-West enabled this enter¬ 
prising printer to thoroughly understand 
the requirements of the country ; and, esti¬ 
mating correctly the future ..Jo store, he 
bent himself assiduously to his task. _ Keep- 
In always ^be general Interests of the* Ter¬ 
ritories In view, ho Industriously dissemina¬ 
ted Information concerning this locality, 
aud refuted th« slanders and Imputations 
of rival settlements. At last, after years of 
unceasing devotion to his self-imposed duty, 
he Is beginning to see the fruits of his exer¬ 
tions, and last season saw the advent of the 
advance-guard of the tide of immigration, 
which Js now flowing this way. The flies of 
the Saskatchewan Herald would, of them¬ 
selves, furnish an excellent guide, to v tho 

i 
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TABLE OE DISTANCES 


BETWEEN 

BATRIFORrAND OThER POINTS. 


Tho following tables of distances, njotft of 
which are from odpmoter measurements 
made by Mr. W. F. King, Inspector of Sur¬ 
veys, will bo found'very useful'to travellers 
who may seo-fll to tome overland with their 
own conveyances. As may be seen from a 
perusal, they cover a number of different 
routes, thus affording tho intending settler 
n choice, in mnklrig which he Must be guid- 
ed by surrounding circumstances. 


TROY TO BATTLEFORD. 

Troy to Qu’Appelle. 

Troy toFortQu'Appelle...,.. 10 0 

Qu’Appelle to TouohyvoQd Hills. 

Qu’Appelle'to water on west side of 

a valley .. 

Wood and water.*.* 81.5 

Wood and water.*... 88.5 . 

„ ^.Touchwood Hills. 


Touchwood Hills to Humbo|d 

Touchwood Hills to Indian Farm<\. 


12.0 
23 0 


Edge of plain. y< . jg jj 

Lake on plain. •••♦/* . . 

Lake between two hlll^X..., . w 4 

Western edge of Alkaji Plftln 
pyramid Hil' 


Humbofdt Telegra; 
12 


Office. M-8 
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Humboldt to Carlton.' 

*“*Via Gabriel's Grossing. 


Humboldt to crossing of telegraph 

lino. 13.0 

To the lake In the hills....;....'... 20 .K 

Vermilion Lake (salt).... 27.7 

Gabriel’s Grossing, South Branch 69.0 

Stobart, Buck Lake.*. flfl.O 

Fort Carlton. . . 'B2.il 

Humboldt to Carlton. 

Via Batocho’s Crossing. 

Humboldt to Keospltonow Hill ....'. 8.0 

Ravine and lake. 81.3 

New trail to Prince Albert tu^ns 
off, and the Fort il la Come and 

Carlton trail comesin. 41.8 

Trail to Gariopy’s crossing turns 

•off.. 60.8 

Batoche’s Ferry. 03.0 

Stobart, Buck Lake .. 09.0 

Fort Carlton.. 83.8 


Carlton to B$ttleford< 

Via the River Trail. / 

Fort Carlton to wliero trail from Ga-^_- - 
brlel’s Crossing to Battleford 

joins... 10.2 

Camping ground at Elbow.. 42 2 

Trail to plains turns off.. 43.7 

Sugar Bush Creek. 49.8 

A running creek. 64.0 

Eagle Hill Creek. 60.1 

A small creek—plain trail to Bat¬ 
tleford turns off.... 60. 

Middle trail to Battleford turns off 01. 
Astronomical station, Battleford 110. 
Telegraph office, Baitlelord.110. 

Carlton to Battleford. ; X 

Via Plain or Outer Trail. 

Fort Carlton to where trail leaves • 

main Battleford trail. 60.3 

A trail from the Elbow of thd 
South Branch comes In. 75*5 


esu-a^co 
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ftummH of Eaclo Hills. 7(1.9 

Largo lake to Iho north of trail.,.." 80.8 
Cnmo Into tho Cypress Hills and 

' Battleford trail... 124*8 

Telegraph office, Battloford.127.8 

Humboldt to Battleford. 

Via Gabrlol’s Crossing and the River Trail* 

. Humboldt to Gabriel’s Ferry. 60^0 

, Join Carlton and Battleford Trail 83-0 

1 Plain trail to Battleford turns off 124 7 
Battloford. e\ .. 175 3 

Humboldt to Battleford. 

Via Olarko’s Grossing. 

Humboldt to Olarko’s Crossing of the 

Ronth Bratich. CO 

Hlough on tolegraph line. 90 

Eagle nillGreek,...: . 105 

Battloford. *t.,.. 155.8 

Recapitulation. 

Troy to Battleford. via Gabriel’s Cross- 

tngand Carlton...339.8 

Via Gabrlol’sCrossing, and thence 

direct to Battleford.. 321.0 

Via Batoche’s Crossing and Carl¬ 
ton . 340.5 

Vla'Humboldt and Clarke’s Cross¬ 
ing.. 802.1 


MOOSE JAW TO BATTLEFORD. 

Via the Elbow of the South Branch. 
Moose .Taw to Elbow of South Saskat¬ 
chewan .. 75 

Eagle Hill Creek.100 

Join outer Carlton and Battleford 

trail. 172.7. 

Battleford.. 225 

Note— There has been no ferry-established ' 
on the South Branch on this route as yet, 
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although It wan stated that'a. soowwwould ho 
bo put on thlH season. Till this Udouo,theh, 
this route would be practically uaUlo^s', oh* 
peoially to strangers tnth« country. . 

~f~'* J > - 

SWIF+CURRENT CREEK TOBAT- 
TLEFORD. 

Swift Current to South Branch.HO 


Tramping Lake...r. 100 

Battleford T..-200 


Noth.—T his’trail is a jiewonc, having 
only been laid out this sprifit#by Goodwin 
Marchand, who went to Swift Current’ for 
freight for A. McDonald <fc Co., and tho dis¬ 
tances are only approximated. Messrs. A. 
McDonald A Go. have also placed a largo 
■cow on the South Branch, and have* called 
It tho Cltyof Bnttleford. V 1 ’ • 


BATTLEFORD TO EDMONT0N. 
North Side. 4 
Battleford to Fort Pitt. 


Battleford to Narrows of Battle and 

Saskatchewan Elvers.. 

Trail loaves telegraph line ........ 

South side trail goes off ........... 

Big Gully Creek..r.. 

" Quaking Bog..:.. 

Small Creek.... 

South side Saskatchewan River.. 
FortPift.. ........ 

Fort Pitt td Victoria^ 

Fort Pitt to Two BigrTUlls. 

Lac la Biche'ifail turns off. 

Dog Rump Creek.. 



14.8 ^ 

80.8 
57.1 
07.6 
78 8 

92 5 

93 U, 


17 8 
41 .3 
04 0 
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Saddle Lako Creek. .’ 010 a 

Handy Creek—Lae' 1A. Blehe trail" . 

' turns off’.. 114.1 

Mill Creek or Hmoklnar I.nke 

Crdok.120 5 

Victoria, 'i,. .»:. 129.8 

Victoria to Edmonton 

.Victoria to a stony orpok.,.lft.K 

Huakor Creek.1.......... 22.0' 

Voriilillon Creek... 80.0 ‘ 

, , Hturgoon 'River.r.. ........ 60.0 

* Fori* Saskatchewan...*..•>. 67.0 

Fort Edmtmton...*. 71.0 * 

■' , Recapitulation* 1 . . 

" Battloford to Fort Pitt., 08.0 

- Fort Fltt to Victoria ..* 129 8 

VletorlftHo Edmonton, .i....;. 74.0 

' IfcvttleforU to Edraopton’.......... 297 4 - 


South Side. . , ■ 

Poiloe Barracks,‘Battloford, to lake * . 

Lii the hills, 'good water... 8.0 

A email lako. . L.. j&8 

Forks of Plltand.Edmontoh trails 37.4 
E£d dr Willow Hills—cross tele- 

, graph and entor prairie.73.8 

Cross telegrtfiph to north side*.■ 70.8 

Fourth principal meridian. 84.5 

, a Western edge 6/-prAIrle—‘wood 

and water.'..i.......... ....... 105.5. 

Eastern edge of timber In blulfla.. 124.9 
o Creole in yjUley.•. ... lpo.R 

VeVmillon RivoT, threc°and ahalf 
loot-deep and thirty feetwlde... 143.1 

' Creek. 160.3 

XIV. Base Lino-.. r.A . 100.6 

- Cr6ek/: v ;..>. 101.7 

Creek ahd marsh between-two 

. Jakes. 104.7 

' Creek. .*>..<106.9 
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l. 


JiAT'VT,Ji IM'VFJl VALLJCY, 

M**'. 

/. 


Cr6ok... 

• i* . 


.fjhf hunting lodgooii Hhorvoriakn 

Creole. ( . : .. 


.. s . . I. . I ■ . . . 

.Lake.* ;.... ,. 

<Vohk Victoria trull/.. . ./ .. 

Wohtgriijudgo of plain.......... 

<'reek, four feet. (loop, thirty feet 

wide— flNji in th 1 h .. .s... 

Crynk .. -. * ... 

(*roek—Ninny »ih 2D0—In marsh. 

’(truck, western edge of UuhIi. 

Crook....... v ...,... 

“• ....v'./.. . 

Beaver Creek, twenty* feet, wide 

urjrf four foot tin op— hrMgo. 

Crook. thtieo «ncl a hulf D focfc deep, 

Hftoon foet wldo-brjdgo... 

XIV. Base Lino:. ...... 

Cr^ek...• > .i,... 

Creek—bridge. . 1 *% .. .. 

Fort. KnskntchewniV' v ... 

Oryek . . .... w..‘. 

.Hat Creek.'.. .. 

CrfiOk.. 

Fort Edmonton.\. 


1M.K.*- 
171.fi 
17a. 5 
17/5.7 ‘ 
ISIJ 
Mil 1 ' 
imi.ii 
198.0 
201. K ■ 

2t)».0 
209.ft. 
ooo.ir 
217.0 

219 H. 

221..8 

220 6 - 

220,9 ‘ 
228. ft 
2-10. ft 
250.4 
251.2 
250.0 
200-7 
208.8 
270 0 


BaTTLEFORDtp PRINCE ALBERT . 
Battleford to Carlton. i 

: IJattleford to Carlton...... 110 \S* ■,} 

parlton to-Prlnco Albert.- 

; Carlton to southern edfte of Pines.... 10.8 * 

Northern edge of Plftes....'. 10.7. 

Hnlf-ivay house,.....,. ... -28 7 

• Ht.. Laurent, trail conick in.<27.2 , 

" North Branch Beaver Creek....... 29.0' ' 

• Moore's Mills.I.... 4£ U/£ 

, Tot a 1 distance Bdtljeford to Prince 

• Albert.. A? .,..' 159.9 * 


*-, 


























, ,, 1>IHTANCICH. - or> 

BATTLEFOR 0 T 0 OTHER ptflTTfs^ 

-Batlloford t,o tied,])™/Korku .*...... .V100 

Mnnlc Cteok.C. K. It,..,.., SM7 

‘ J’ort Walsh .. .\2»2 * 

Hour;din« Lifclto..., • HO 

Kort. Calvary.'.. OOo 

BlackJmVt crossing...275 » 

Kort Muolctid. iho 

Carlton/north Hide trnll.*nk . H6 

Saskatoon.,*.115 

.TuekflHh Luke. . 8t> 

• Turtle Lalco.-.<. 05* , 


/. OTHEtt USEFUL TABLES. 

J Fort Pitt to Lac, In Blche. 

Kort Ptft to whore Lae lu lllehe trull. • 

leuvea Victoria trull.. .17 5 

The TWO MUtikcgH ..* HU.7 

'< ©East Branch of l3og Iftimp, Clock'72.0 

PiieOsunt Orefik...i*.. .H2‘8 

Beaver BW6r.,,.. U)l.» 

Birch Lake. 1 . ..115.8 

Trail from Victoria comoH In.'.* ,.121.2 

Duck Lake Creek..1JJ8.2 

Huy Creek ... 7... e.?. 181.8 

- • Llttlc Bcayor Blvor-—trail forks to 
■ loft hero to Homan Catholic „ 

/ , Mission.. 186 0- 

IT. B.»Oo.'k post, Lucl,ft BIche.j-KMI 


Victoria to Lab la BIche'. 

Victoria, to Randy Creek, where trail 
loaves Victoria and.Kltt tfalU..* 

Stony Crebk.*, *. . 

" Como Into Saddle Luke trail ... 

(loodilsh Lake Settlement. 

Whlteflah Lake Creek... 

“ “ Mission.. 

' - Beginning of thick bush...... 

Beaver ftivei^aml end<*Lfc!US$. 

* '‘Little BcuvorfBlyero. ■. X** ffl?.. ■. . - 
—^_,Qpmo to Blcjitr^ 

-H. B. Co.'s Post, Lac la Biehe.. .. 


.15.4 

£ 8.8 

jur.K 

a 2 

47.5 
5k 7 
55.0 
60.4 
68.1 

67 6 
87.8 



















00 


TlATTLERIVER VALLEY, 


Fort Pitt to Sounding Lake. 

Port Pitt to south side of river. 0.5 

Old trail to Edmonton turns off . 1.0 

Big Gully Crook. 17.8 

Cross telegraph line.... 33,3 

Battle Rlvdr - .<.. . 55.2 

Bounding Lake'. 120.0 

Fort a la Corne to Prince Albert. 

Fort A la Corno to Paonan Creek. 3 5 

Forks of Saskatchewan River. JO 0 


Moore’t^MI, Prince Albert.. 51 5 

Edmont^WTto Lac Ste. Anne. | 

Fort Edmonton to loll gato at St. Air 

bert.... 0 1 

Carrot River... ..<*.*/.* 18.4 

‘ Fork8 of Lno la Nonnetrail...20.8 


Indian Farm.,.. • 22«K 

Creek and slough.. 35 3* 


Sturgeon River... v.. 37.3 

Lac Ste. Anno..... 47.0 


Fort Macleod tp Fort Calgary. 

Fort Mucleod to Willow Creek. 2 5 


The Ltavlngs....28.5 

Mosquito Crook.*. . 61 

High River... 00 

Sheep Creek-.'...*. r . 7(> 

Pine Creek. 89 

.-Fish Creek ...*. 94 

’Fort Chlgary,. 102 


Fort Calgary to Edmonton. 

Fort Calgary to the Lone Pine, edge' 

' of plain. .approximate 62 

Red Deer River... 03 

Blind Man’s River........ 100.5 

Forks of Rocky Mountain ~House ■ 

trail. 115.5 

WolfCreek. 120 

Battle River..,,..,... 125.5 

, Big Stone Creek—Indian Farm.... 165 

Pipestone Creek.... 168 

White Mud River.187.5 

„ .Edmonton.. 194.- 
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FURNITURE 

* 


The Pioneer Furniture House' 

>• '' Ap" ■ 1 , ■ •' 5 

THE BATTUE RIVER ViLLfiY. 

. »;fr\ , - ;■ ■ •, 


C. H. CLOUSTON, 

Dealer! A and manufacturer df a'] I lilhdi'of 
Furniture Repairing promptly attended to.. 

PICTURE-FRAMING 

A specialty. 

- 1! ' 4 I 


W AttEROOM—One door weft otpostofllce. 

« 18 ' ’ * ' • ' • ' ", 




M >'BATTLE litVER VAI.LSY. 

BLAGkfiMITHINC. 


alex. mckenzie 

bat^lefoRd, 

(SASKATCHEWAN TERRITORY), 

GENERAL BLACKSMITH; 


All kinds of Iron work done on short no- 
tlq*. Special attention given to - 

HORSE-SHOEING 


Also Agent for the 


Watson Mb nafacturinc Co., Ayr. 



AD VXD ViaXMXNTX. 




PROSPECTORS AND TOURISTS 

YIHITINO THR 

BATTLE RIVER VALLEY 

Wilt And comfortable quartors am) rftod - 
board at the ' 

, * 

RESTAURANT 

4» ' 

KEPT BY 


Qtton&l£e.Kiitfpsli 

BATTLEFORD. 


SPARKLING CIDER 


AND 

CHOICE CTCAfeS 

ta> 

A-lWJtfJl OB UBBU. 
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100* BATTLE RIVER VALLEY, 

RICHARD C. LAURIE, 

’ * :* 'I 1 

(Graduate of the Royal Military College •( 
• i Canada), 


SURVEYOR AND UVIl ENGINEER, 

BATTLEFORD. 


Boundary lines run.Towli Hites surveyed, 
and Timber and Coal Limits located. 


WILLIAM LAURIE, 

i 

Conveyancer, Real Estate Agent, 

NOTARY PUBLIC, 

BATTLEFORD. 

f 

\ , 

• ' , _ \ 

Collections and commissions promptly at* 
. tended to. Correspondence sollofted. 

n A 




At)VSRTItiBMENTi), ' ' V»j 

IMPORTANT 

To Merchants, Traders 

AND OTHKHH. 


F. Fraser Tims, 

aaaEJca-iKrA. 

*- AND 

Swift Current Creek, 

WIIOJjKRAJjE AM) RETAIL 
DEALER. 

Has received a large portion of bis spring 
Block of 

> j 

Flour, Provisions,Hardware, 

, 

Canned Good?. Tinware, Ready-made Cloth¬ 
ing, Hats ami Cape, Boot* and Shoes, and 
general supplies, the whole of which he 
oifBr* to tnS Trade and general public at 
reasonable price*. ' 

Have ho riio'fe tedious and expensive de¬ 
lays awaiting stock* from Winnipeg, but 
purchase from the. 

-Pioneer Store of Swift Current Creek, 



MB RATtl.K KIVXR VAI.l.XT. 

RICHARDSON & MICDONILD, 

- - - * 'i 

REAL ESTATE, 

t* ' 

V ' 

‘ J 

Commission & Insurance Agents, 

BATTLEFORD. 

AGENTS FOR THE 

MASSEY MANUFACTURING Co. 

' ' 's % > 


A complete stock of 

AGEICUIjTTOAL WPIWENTS 

Oonttnntly on Uanil, 
Sa-Correspondence ioli;lte(J. 
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| THE SftSKATCHEWAH HERALD 

1 Is publlnlisd at. llatt-lcffa'd, Saskatchewan 
territory, Canada, evorsf'Qlternute t*mur- 
day* and Beni postage paflA to any address in 
Canada, Great. Brita n oifthe United states, 
for Two Dollar* a year, payable In advancef 
Public Interest 1* now being sttongly dll- 
rected towards the Saskatchewan and Battle 
River Vallsys 1 , and every Issuo of Tmk Hkhi 
ald contains enough matter of great valuW 
► to Intending settlters and pei*ons identified]' 
with the progress of. the country to make It 
an Indispensable visitor at their home* and 
offices, and worth many tl men it.* cost. 1 


ADVERTISING RATES: 

One column one ycar^lOOj half-column, 
$50; quarterco)umn, $25 
ShorteradvertlKementslnserled at$fl 50 An 
Jnch (12 lines) a year. Payments quarterly. 

P ROFESSIONAL CARDS, set solid. $5 a 
year for six lines *, each additional line, 
per year. Position on first page. 

B usiness advertisements, display 

ed or solid. $8.50 a year for each Inch of 
space (12 UneB) occupied; $5 for six month*; 
$3 for three months. 

T ransient advertisements-T en 

cents a line for the first, and five cents 
for each subsequent insertion. payment to 
accompany order. No advertisement I nsert - 
ed for less than $1. 

S PECIAL NOTICES In reading matter, ten 
>1 vents a line. »nd at end of the reading 
matter, five cents a line each Insertion, for 
i,halfyearly or yearly contracts, 
i Ipr Specimen copies sent free on apptlca*. 
[ tlontotnepublisher. 

! Address P. G. LAURIE, 

Battlefobd, 

‘ - Bntkaichewan Terr/fory, Canada- 


Mi 


BAT TLRiltrVER 


SMART&CILLIS, 


BUILDERS AIM,CONTRACTORS, 

BAtT^e^ORD, 

• ’ '■ ■/;.'• 

WA “KATO'li EWA’N, TERKITOE^Y). ' 


Wenrenow propnipd In undertake any¬ 
th Ititf In our lino Including tile manufacture 
<if nil style* of . • 

SASM, DOORS,' 


Era, 


EtC 


ESTIMATES. FUETOHED, 
PLAN8 AND 1 .; SPECIFICATIONS 

^ Promptly prepared. 














